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Editorial  of  the  Month 


The  Crisis 

THERE  is  no  use  -in  trying  to  shut  our 
eyes  to  the  fact  that  missionary  work  in 
I  Japan  is  confronting  a  serious  crisis.  This 
missionary  crisis  is  simply  a  portion  of  a 
large  and  all-inclusive  national  crisis  which 
affects  every  phase  of  Japanese  life.  The 
situation  must  be  met  with  faith  and  under- 
standing and  skillful  administration  and  tact 
and  affectionate  concern  for  the  Japanese 
Church  and  our  Japanese  Christian  brethren. 

The  first  thing  for  the  Church  here  at  home 
to  remember  is  the  opening  statement  of  the 
"Manual"  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States, 
which  is  as  follows:  "The  aim  of  Foreign 
Missions  is  to  promote  through  missionaries 
the  Gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  the 
non-Christian  world.  The  supreme  motive  is 
to  make  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ  and  to 
gather  them  into  the  Christian  Church  that 
they  in  turn  may  evangelize  their  own  people 
and  bring  to  bear  on  all  human  life  the  spirit 
and  principles  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour." 

With  regard  to  the  Mission  the  "Manual" 
goes  on  to  state:  "The  Mission  is  not  a  per- 
manent institution.  Its  primary  purpose  is 
to  aid  in  establishing  an  indigenous  Church 
which  shall  be  self-supporting,  self-governing 
and  self-propagating,  and  will  continue  the 
work  of  evangelization  and  Christianization 
in  the  way  best  suited  to  its  own  national 
genius." 

If  in  the  providence  of  God,  even  in  these 
'^days  of  world  crisis  and  commotion,  the 
Japanese  Christian  Church  has  been  suffi- 
ciently rooted  and  developed  and  has  attained 
sufficient  strength  to  accomplish  the  purposes 
?et  forth  in  these  quotations  from  the 
'ManuaF'  of  the  Board,  then  the  Church, 
instead  of  being  perturbed  about  the  situa- 
ion,  should  thank  God  for  it. 

There  are  just  a  few  outstanding  features 
)f  the  present  crisis  which  should  be  noted. 
Phev  are  of  especial  importance  with  regard 
o  the  missionary  situation. 

First  and  foremost,  this  present  national 
ituation  in  Japan  is  not  a  part  of  a  gradual 
levelopment,  but  is  catastrophic  in  character, 
^he  new  government  now  in  power  contem- 
tlates  the  establishment  of  complete  national 
inity.  and  for  this  puroose  changes  are  con- 
emplated  in  the  political  structure,  the 
p'tional  economy  and  the  thought  life  of  the 
.hole  Japanese  nation.  Very  naturallv  this 
f's  a  verv  decided  influence  on  the  religious 
fe  of  the  nation — not  only  Christian,  but 


in  Japan 

Buddhist  and  Shinto  as  well.  The  intense 
nationalistic  spirit  dominates  all  of  Japanese 
Hfe. 

With  regard  to  the  missionary  operations 
of  the  Christian  Church  as  they  have  been 
carried  on  in  Japan,  this  new  national  policy 
works  out  practically  in  two  definite  nation- 
alistic decisions:  First,  all  administrative  pos- 
itions in  the  Japanese  Church  and  its 
institutions,  educational  institutions  in  partic- 
ular, must  be  filled  by  Japanese.  This  will 
eliminate  foreign  missionaries  from  all  ad- 
ministrative positions  in  the  Japanese  Church 
and  Christian  schools.  Second,  all  foreign 
financial  support  must  be  eliminated  and  the 
Japanese  Christian  Church  and  its  institutions 
must  become  self-supporting. 

Well,  if  the  Japanese  Church  can  do  this, 
we  ought  to  be  thankful  to  be  relieved  of  this 
responsibility  and  financial  support,  thus  re- 
leasing our  missionary  personnel  and  our 
missionary  money  for  other  Kingdom  pur- 
poses. However,  there  are  two  disastrous 
consequences  to  be  avoided  in  this  time  of 
crisis:  great  care  must  be  exercised  lest  Chris- 
tian schools  lose  their  definitely  Christian 
character;  and,  there  should  be  great  solici- 
tude lest  the  evangelistic  work  of  the  Christian 
Church  be  definitely  hampered.  In  larger 
churches  the  freedom  from  foreign  support 
will  have  little  eff^ect.  However,  there  are 
large  groups  of  young  churches,  especiallv 
those  in  rural  or  poorer  districts,  which  will 
be  hard  hit  if  financial  support  is  withdrawn. 
The  Japanese  Church  is  as  yet  scarcely  strong 
enough  to  undertake  any  extensive  evangel- 
istic program  itself. 

There  is  another  thing  which  the  Japanese 
government  is  insisting  upon,  and  that  is  that 
there  be  one  Christian  Church  with  one  Chris- 
tian creed  and  one  Christian  administration 
with  a  definite  Christian  administrative  head. 
It  would  be  a  pathetic  but  interesting  situation 
if  the  Japanese  non-Christian  government 
should  compel  the  Christian  Church  to  Chris- 
tian unity! 

A  letter  from  Dr.  Luman  J.  Shafer.  secre- 
tary of  the  Board  of  Foreisn  Missions  of 
the  Reformed  Church  in  America,  who  visited 
our  Mission  in  Sendai  and  attended  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Mission  in  the  third 
week  of  September,  says  this  in  a  letter  to 
the  sef^Tetarv:  "I  do  want  to  say  that  I  think 
vour  Mission  is  taking  the  preFcnt  situation 
in  a  fine  spirit  and  will  work  through  it  as 
well  as  anv  group  in  Japan." 

A.  V.  Casselman. 


The  Quiet  Hour 

JuLU  Hall  Bartholomew 


0  come,  let  us  uorship  and  bow  doun,  let  us  kneel  before  the  Lord,  our  maker. 

— Psalms  95 :  6. 


Life  that  make?  us  like  God.  and  which  gives  us 
the  knowledge  of  God.  is  the  gift  of  Christ.  We  do 
not  struggle  to  get  it.  we  just  receive  it. 

J.  H.  JOWETT. 

I  am  glad  a  task  to  me  is  given, 

To  labor  at  day  by  day. 
For  it  bringeth  me  health  and  strength  and  hope. 

And  I  cheerfully  learn  to  say. 
Head,  you  may  think:  Heart,  you  may  feel; 

But  Hand,  you  shall  work  alway. 

— LoLiSA  M.  Alcott. 

''After  we  have  done  our  human  part,  if  God  seems 
to  be  slow  in  getting  things  under  way.  it  tests  our 
faith  to  wait  for  Him.  But  such  faith,  such  calm 
patience,  never  loses  its  reward." 

When  God's  will  for  us  becomes  our  will  for  our- 
selves we  shall  find  that  what  reigns  on  high  is  not 
iniquity  that  wrongs  us,  but  magnanimous  justice 
and  glorious  love.  It  is  not  as  a  restraint,  but  as  a 
way  of  self-fulfillment,  the  will  of  God  is  felt  by 
those  who  are  in  tune  with  His  purpose. 

— T.  Rhondda  \^  illiams. 


e  turn  aside  and  tread  the  ways 
That  lead  through  wonder  up  to  praise; 
Wherever  thou  by  man  art  found 
The  homely  earth  is  holy  ground! 

— Henry  va\  Dyke. 


If  thou  knewest  the  whole  Bible  by  heart  and  the 
sayings  of  all  the  philosophers,  what  would  it  profit 
thee  without  the  love  of  God  and  without  grace? 

—Thomas  a  Kempis. 


Nothing  is  so  easy  as  to  be  philosophic  upon  the 
cares  of  another — nothing  so  easy  as  to  wax  impatient 
with  an  acquaintance  who  allows  himself  to  be  over- 
ridden by  troubles  and  pains  which  appear  to  us  of 
trifling  moment. 

— A.  S.  M.  Hutchinson. 


.  ,  .  Take  on  yourself 

But  your  sincerity,  and  you  take  on 

Good  promise  for  all  climbing;  fly  for  truth 

And  hell  shall  have  no  storm  to  crush  your  flight, 

No  laughter  to  vex  down  your  loyalty. 

— Edward  Arlington  Robinson. 


"Give  me  the  book  which  will  call  me  out  of  my 
selfish  self  and  contrast  the  stunted  man  I  am  with 
the  man  God  intended  me  to  be — vigorous,  sunny, 
free,  untrammeled,  uncramped,  forceful.  Such  a  book 
would  be  a  friend,  indeed,  the  greatest  in  the  world." 

I  know  not  what  the  days  may  bring. 

Tomorrow  waits  unknown; 
But  this  I  know. — the  changeless  Christ. 

My  Lord,  is  on  the  throne! 

— D.  Anderson. 

To  work,  to  help  and  to  be  helped,  to  learn  sym- 
pathy through  suff"ering,  to  learn  faith  by  perplexity, 
to  reach  truth  through  wonder;  behold!  this  is  what 
it  is  to  prosper,  this  is  what  it  is  to  live. 

— Phillips  Brooks. 

'The  Christian  life  without  earth's  bliss  is  no  more 
true  and  complete  than  earth's  bliss  without  God's 
love," 

"Leave  God  to  order  all  thy  ways. 
And  hope  in  Him  whate'er  betide; 

Thou'lt  find  Him  in  the  evil  days 

Thy  all-sufficient  strength  and  guide: 

Who  trusts  in  God's  unchanging  love 

Builds  on  the  rock  that  naught  can  move!'' 

'"No  treasures  that  we  gather  in  our  earthly  adven- 
ture are  comparable  to  the  friendships,  the  loves, 
that  grow  up  beside  us  in  the  years." 

'"There  is  an  attitude  of  proper  forethought  which 
is  to  be  commended.  But  the  apprehension  which 
breeds  only  worry  and  weakness  is  inconsistent  with 
the  spirit  of  confidence  which  pervades  our  holy 
faith." 


The  Prayer 

GRANT  unto  us.  O  Lord,  the  spirit  of  mutual  love  and  duty,  and  above  all,  of  grateful  obedience  to  Thee; 
give  us  comfort  and  support  under  all  circumstarces  of  our  life,  and  Thy  merciful  guidance  unto  the 
end;  that,  living  in  all  holy  and  godly  conversation,  we  may  be  afflicted  by  no  adversity,  and  may  finally  attain 
to  the  perpetual  enjoyment  of  Thy  loving  mercy,  thro  igh  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 
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Our  Motto:  The  Church  a  Missionary  Society — Every  Christian  a  Life  Member 

A  Tribute  to  Dr.  Charles  E.  Creitz 

By  Rev.  Charles  E.  Schaeffer,  D.D. 
Delivered  at  the  Funeral  Service  Held  in  the  First  Reformed  Church,  Easton,  Pa.,  Sept.  23,  1940 


IF  I  were  to  consult  my  own  wishes  or  feel- 
ings at  this  time  I  would  prefer  to  follow 
the  example  of  our  dear  brother  on  the 
occasion  of  the  funeral  services  of  his  distin- 
guished predecessor,  Dr.  Bausman,  many 
years  ago.  So  deep  and  sympathetic  was  the 
sorrow  which  Dr.  Creitz  felt  at  the  passing 
of  Dr.  Bausman  that  he  quietly  took  his  seat 
with  the  family  circle  and  left  it  to  others  to 
perform  the  last  solemn  rites  over  his  bier. 
But  since  it  was  my  life-long  friend's  request 
that  I  should  speak  a  few  words  over  his 
body,  I  shall  endeavor  to  render  this  service 
of  love  and  affection.  Our  friendship  was 
long  and  intimate.  It  began  54  years  ago 
when  both  of  us  arrived  at  Lancaster  on  the 
same  day,  in  the  fall  of  1886,  and  together 
entered  the  Sophomore  Class  at  Franklin  and 
Marshall  College.  For  three  years  in  College 
and  another  three  years  in  the  Seminary  we 
sat  side  by  side  of  each  other.  We  were 
licensed  on  the  same  day  and  during  all  these 
years  kept  up  a  friendship  and  fellowship 
which  was  deliohtfully  sweet  and  cordial.  Dr. 
Creitz  had  the  capacity  for  friendship.  He 
was  genuine  and  sincere.  He  could  be 
trusted  and  he  never  betrayed  the  intimacy  of 
those  who  put  their  confidence  in  him.  He 
came  from  a  sturdy  stock  of  Pennsylvania's 
best  product.  From  the  hills,  physical  and 
spiritual,  among  which  his  boyhood  days 
were  spent  he  derived  the  strength  and  repose 
of  his  life.  They  gave  him  moral  poise  and 
power.  He  had  native  and  acquired  qualities 
which  peculiarly  fitted  him  for  his  life's  call- 
ing. He  was  endowed  with  a  strong  physical 
constitution  and  a  mind  capable  of  clear  and 
logical  thinking.  His  intellectual  powers  were 
far  beyond  the  ordinary.     By  his  diligence 


and  application  he  rose  above  lesser  minds, 
so  that  already  in  College  he  excelled  and 
graduated  as  one  of  the  honor  men,  deliver- 
ing the  valedictory  for  his  class  on  com- 
mencement day.  Nor  were  the  qualities  of 
his  heart  any  less  than  those  of  his  mind. 
Under  his  ample  chest,  he  sheltered  a  large 
and  loving  heart.  All  his  serious  thoughts 
had  rest  in  heaven  and  were  centered  on 
spiritual  things.  With  this  preparation  and 
background  he  entered  upon  his  first  pastor- 
ate at  Weissport  where  he  greatly  endeared 
himself  to  the  people  whom  he  served.  Within 
a  few  years  he  accepted  the  call  to  Hunting- 
don, where  he  followed  Dr.  William  C. 
Schaeffer.  The  Huntingdon  Church  had  a 
great  tradition.  A  line  of  outstanding  minis- 
ters had  served  that  congregation  —  among 
them  Dr.  J.  Spangler  Kieffer,  Dr.  Cyrus  J. 
Musser  and  Dr.  William  C.  Schaeffer.  But 
Dr.  Creitz  notably  and  successfully  carried 
forward  that  tradition.  His  ministry  there 
revealed  the  inner  strength  of  his  personality 
and  leadership,  so  that  in  due  time  the 
Church  at  large  claimed  him  for  a  wider  field 
of  service. 

He  responded  to  the  call  of  the  Board  of 
Home  Missions  to  serve  as  Field  Secretary 
of  that  Board.  Here  he  made  many  contacts, 
and  rendered  valuable  service.  But  his  shep- 
herd's heart  led  him  back  into  the  pastorate. 
And  now  the  great  turn  of  his  life  came  when 
the  venerable  Dr.  Bausman  of  St.  Paul's, 
Reading,  invited  him  to  become  his  assistant. 
Dr.  Bausman  had  long  been  in  search  of  a 
minister  who  might  thus  be  associated  with 
him.  Upon  becoming  better  acquainted  with 
Dr.  Creitz,  Dr.  Bausman  chose  him  and  our 
brother  entered  upon  what  proved  to  be  a 
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great  ministry  in  a  great  church.  The  office 
of  assistant  pastor  is  sometimes  a  most  diffi- 
cult position  to  fill,  but  never  was  there  a 
more  genial  relationship  than  that  which 
existed  between  this  aged  Elijah  and  this 
younger  Elisha.  It  was  only  natural  then 
upon  the  death  of  Dr.  Bausman  that  the 
mantle  of  the  departing  prophet  should  fall 
upon  the  shoulders  of  Brother  Creitz.  In  St. 
Paul's  Church  he  carried  forward  the  tradi- 
tions of  that  church  and  for  37  years  as 
assistant  and  as  regular  pastor  gave  himself 
with  unstinted  ability  and  devotion  to  those 
people.  His  efficient  ministry  in  a  leading 
congregation  brought  him  into  places  of 
leadership  in  his  own  city  and  in  the  denom- 
ination. Unobstrusive,  he  never  sought  honors 
but  they  came  to  him.  He  succeeded  Judge 
George  W.  Wagner  as  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  Orphans'  Home  at  Womels- 
dorf.  He  served  for  many  years  as  President 
of  the  Rescue  Mission  in  Reading  and 
rendered  valuable  service  to  underprivileged 
and  homeless  men.  His  circle  of  interests 
steadily  widened.  At  one  time  he  served  on 
half  a  dozen  Boards  of  the  Church;  the 
brethren  had  confidence  in  him,  in  his  clear 
and  incisive  analysis,  in  his  sympathetic  atti- 
tude towards  every  good  cause  in  the  Church. 
The  Board  in  which  his  chief  interest  came 
to  focus  was  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 
Upon  the  death  of  Dr.  Good  in  1924,  he 
became  the  President  of  that  Board  and 
carried  its  problems  upon  his  heart.  In  1910 
he  attended  the  World  Missionary  Conference 
at  Edinburgh,  and  later  as  President  of  the 
Board  it  was  only  natural  that  he  and  Mrs. 
Creitz  should  make  a  tour  of  our  missions  in 
Japan  and  China. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  he  was  so  deeply 
and  vitally  related  to  the  general  work  of  the 
Church  he  never  neglected  the  immediate 
duties  of  his  pastorate.  As  pastor,  he  faith- 
fully visited  his  people,  knew  the  path  to 
homes  of  rich  and  poor  alike,  and  bore  his 
people,  their  joys,  their  sorrows,  their  bur- 
dens upon  his  heart — he  endeared  himself  to 
them  all.  As  a  preacher,  he  proclaimed  the 
gospel  in  no  uncertain  manner.  He  had  an 
abiding  faith  and  definite  convictions  and 
could  give  an  answer  for  the  hope  that  was 
in  him.  It  was  the  man  behind  the  message 
that  inspired  confidence  in  his  hearers.  He 
lured  to  brighter  worlds  and  led  the  way. 

I  think  I  might  say  that  he  was  naturally 
conservative   yet   progressive.     He   was  not 


readily  swept  off  his  feet  by  new  fangled  and 
untried  innovations.  He  had  a  profound 
sense  of  the  law  of  continuity  and  of  the 
fitness  of  things.  He  did  not  easily  fall  in 
with  radical  changes.  He  never  resorted  to 
sensational  methods  and  never  used  question- 
able means  to  gain  holy  ends.  When  Cardinal 
Newman  ceased  to  preach  in  St.  Mary's, 
Oxford,  it  seemed  as  if  a  great  bell  had  sud- 
denly ceased  tolling.  So  when  Dr.  Creitz's 
voice  ceased  to  speak  in  St.  Paul's  Church, 
it  seemed  as  if  a  great  stillness  had  fallen  over 
the  place.  Those  who  knew  Dr.  Creitz  inti- 
mately will  agree  with  me  that  he  had  a  rich 
sense  of  humor.  He  was  amiable  and  hospit- 
able. There  were  deep  reserves  in  his  nature 
which  he  disclosed  only  to  a  few  who  walked 
in  the  inner  circle  of  his  friendship.  He  was 
pure  but  not  prudish.  In  the  bosom  of  his 
family,  as  husband  and  father,  he  lived  for 
his  own  and  having  loved  them  he  loved  them 
to  the  end.  When  grim  disease  laid  its  hand 
upon  him,  he  bore  it  with  singular  resigna- 
tion and  fortitude.  He  was  a  good  man,  full 
of  faith  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  He  was  a 
good  minister  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and 
magnified  his  office.  We  mourn  him  not  as 
dead,  but  our  hearts  are  heavy  because  he 
walks  with  us  no  more.  We  shall  miss  his 
presence,  his  companionship,  his  counsel.  In 
the  councils  of  the  Church  we  shall  miss  his 
valiant  championship  of  the  truth  and  his 
zeal  for  the  House  of  God.  But  in  his  pass- 
ing the  influence  of  his  life  and  ministry  has 
not  passed.  That  abides.  The  alabaster  box 
may  be  broken  but  the  perfume  of  his  life 
lingers.  We  are  sad  and  yet  we  rejoice.  We 
thank  God  that  He  gave  him  to  us  for  a 
while.  He  was  a  bright  and  burning  light 
and  we  rejoiced  in  his  light  for  a  season. 
At  the  close  of  his  ministry  in  St.  Paul's 
Church  a  few  years  ago,  his  friends  gave  him 
a  farewell  reception.  Today  at  the  close  of 
his  career,  a  large  host  of  friends  have  come 
to  say  farewell. 

The  words  of  Vachel  Lindsay  in  describ- 
ing the  scene  when  General  Booth  entered 
heaven  may  be  appropriately  spoken  of  Dr. 
Creitz: 

"The  saints  smiled  gravely  and  they  said, 
'he's  come!' 
Christ  came  gently  with  a  robe  and  crown 
For  His  servant  while  the  throng  knelt  down. 
He  saw  King  Jesus — they  were  face  to  face!^ 
And  he  knelt  a-weeping  in  that  holy  place.'' 
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Whither? 

By  Mrs.  Melvin  E.  Beck, 
Member  of  War  Emergency  Relief  Commission 


YOU  have  on  your  church  bulletin  board, 
or  should  have,  a  red  poster  with  the 
silhouette  of  a  mother  and  two  children,  fol- 
lowed by  countless  numbers  of  others  — 
refugees  from  the  ravages  of  war.  Yes, 
WHITHER?  Whither  will  they  go?  Where 
will  they  eat?    Where  will  they  sleep? 

Have  any  of  you  had  your  home  com- 
pletely destroyed  either  by  fire,  or  flood  or 
some  other  catastrophe?  If  you  have,  you 
know  what  a  sense  of  helplessness  engulfed 
you.  But  you  still  weren't  driven  from  your 
town,  at  least  not  from  your  country.  There 
were  those  around  you  who  were  willing  and 
able  to  aid  you.  But  may  we  suppose  that 
your  home  had  been  destroyed,  your  family 
scattered;  the  children  you  had  by  the  hand 
were  not  your  own,  but  were  helpless  chil- 
dren whom  you  found  wandering  aimlessly 
around  eagerly  wishing  to  clasp  the  hand  of 
someone  older  than  themselves.  Your  own 
children  had  disappeared  during  the  mighty 
blasts  of  your  country's  enemy.  May  we  sup- 
pose too  that  you  walked  on  and  on,  weary, 
foot-sore,  starvingly  hungry  until  at  last  you 
lay  down  in  utter  exhaustion  beside  the  road, 
and  no  one  came  to  minister  unto  you  or  lift 
a  cup  of  water  or  a  morsel  of  food  to  your 
Hps. 

This  word  picture  is  not  a  figment  of  the 
imagination.  It  is  literally  and  horribly  true, 
not  of  a  few  thousand  but  of  millions  of 
people  in  war-torn  countries.  HOW  CAN 
WE  AS  CHRISTIANS  KNOW  ABOUT  IT 
AND  WALK  BY  ON  THE  OTHER  SIDE, 
even  as  the  priest  and  the  Levite  in  our 
Master's  parable. 

There  are  1,000,000  refugees  from  Holland 
and  Belgium  in  unoccupied  France,  driven 
there  when  the  war  struck  their  country  and 
compelled  to  remain  there  when  France  fell. 
There  are  thousands  of  refugees  in  Switzer- 
land. The  Swiss  people  are  doing  all  they 
can  to  aid  them  but  they  must  have  some  help 
from   other  countries.     There   are   at  least 


45,000,000  refugees  in  China  where  condi- 
tions are  beyond  description.  In  fact  we  here 
in  America,  as  yet  physically  untouched  by 
this  great  holocaust,  can  scarcely  imagine  how 
many  millions  of  people  in  the  world  are 
sleeping  on  the  ground  or  on  straw  if  it  is 
available;  or  how  many  millions  are  thank- 
ful to  get  a  bowl  of  soup  or  a  helping  of 
rice  a  day;  or  how  many  have  barely  enough 
clothing  to  cover  them  let  alone  to  keep  them 
warm,  and  WINTER  IS  COMING! 

There  are  about  two  to  three  million 
prisoners  of  war  in  Europe  today.  Not  only 
must  they  be  fed  and  clothed  but  they  must 
be  given  forms  of  recreation,  books,  games, 
physical  exercise.  Without  these  things  they 
will  go  insane.  These  things  must  be  sup- 
plied by  Christians.  Bibles  are  much  in 
demand. 

The  Missionary  Enterprise  of  the  Christian 
Church  is  gravely  aff^ected.  Prior  to  the  war 
thousands  of  dollars  were  given  annually  by 
the  churches  of  the  conquered  and  belligerent 
countries  of  Europe  for  the  promulgation  of 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  Now  all  that  has 
stopped.  Should  all  of  this  work  be  dropped 
and  veterans  of  God  left  helpless,  in  a  land 
not  their  own  by  birth,  after  years  of  faithful 
service?  The  answer  is  with  the  Christians 
of  America. 

DECEMBER  15th  is  a  red  letter  day  for 
the  members  of  the  Evangelical  and  Reformed 
Church.  On  that  day  the  War  Emergency 
Relief  Commission,  appointed  by  General 
Synod  last  June,  is  asking  us  to  bring  a  sacri- 
ficial offering  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  to 
help  allay  the  suffering  in  the  world.  IS  IT 
TOO  MUCH  TO  ASK?  'T  was  an  hungered, 
and  ye  gave  me  meat;  naked  and  ye  clothed 
me:  I  was  in  prison  and  ye  came  unto  me. 
— Inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  unto  one  of  the  least 
of  these,  ye  did  it  unto  me."  What  finer 
offering  could  we  make  at  Christmas  time 
in  gratitude  for  the  gift  of  Jesus  to  the  world? 
North  Canton,  Ohio. 
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Missionary  Quiz 


\^hat  Is  Mv  Name? 

THE  person  who  first  sends  the  correct 
answer  to  these  three  questions  will 
receive  a  complimentary  copy  of  the  book 
''Beside  All  Waters''. 

Question  Ao.  / 

Clue  1.  I  was  born  in  Germany  in  1735  and 
served  as  a  schoohiiaster  in  my  native  land 
and  came  to  America  in  1764.  In  1767  I 
was  married  at  Falkner  Swamp,  Pa.  Upon 
the  death  of  my  first  wife  I  was  married  again 
and  with  my  two  wives  I  was  the  father  of 

18  children. 

I  prepared  for  the  ministry  under  Dr.  C. 
D.  Weyberg  in  Philadelphia  and  became 
pastor  of  a  number  of  congregations  near 
Wind  Gap,  Monroe  County.  What  is  my 
name? 

Clue  2.  Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary War  I  became  too  active  in  this 
movement  and  my  congregations  failed  to 
support  me.  In  1782  I  was  commissioned  by 
the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  to  go  to 
Westmoreland  County  to  a  new  settlement 
where  no  ministers  had  yet  been.  I  preached 
in  all  the  congregations  in  Pennsylvania  west 
of  the  Allegheny  Mountains.  I  rode  on  horse- 
back 40  or  50  miles  every  week  preaching 
to  destitute  congregations.  I  was  usually  well 
armed  with  a  pistol  to  ward  off  Indians  and 
wild  beasts.  What  is  my  name? 
Clue  3.  I  kept  up  my  labors  traveUing 
through  that  whole  region  and  founding 
many  churches  until  the  end  of  my  life.  I 
died  in  1816  at  the  age  of  81  years  and  my 
body  is  buried  five  miles  outside  of  Greens- 
burg  where  a  memorial  stone  marks  my  rest- 
ing place.    What  is  my  name? 

Question  A  o.  // 

Clue  1.  I  was  born  in  western  Pennsylvania 
in  1783  and  served  as  a  day  laborer  and 
school  teacher  in  Somerset  County  until  I  was 

19  vears  of  age.    I  conducted  religious  serv- 


ices at  prayer  meetings  and  once  before  I 
was  20  years  old  I  preached  a  funeral  sermon. 
In  1812  I  was  licensed  by  the  Synod  in  Phil- 
adelphia and  after  preaching  in  a  number 
of  congregations  in  Washington  County  in 
1813,  I  went  to  Ohio  where  I  began  to  preach 
in  houses,  schoolhouses  and  log  cabins.  I 
settled  on  a  farm  near  Springfield,  Ohio,  and 
for  45  years  served  the  Reformed  Church  in 
Ohio.    What  is  my  name? 

Clue  2.  I  had  a  pastoral  charge  of  nine  con- 
gregations extending  over  several  counties. 
At  one  time  I  served  12  congregations.  Of 
these  only  3  had  log  churches  and  only  one 
was  finished.  I  stood  for  a  proper  observance 
of  the  Sabbath  and  against  intemperance  and 
greatly  improved  the  moral  condition  of  those 
communities.  I  died  in  1857,  aged  74  years, 
and  have  the  distinction  of  having  been  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
Ohio.  WTiat  is  my  name? 

Question  A  o.  /// 

Clue  1.  I  was  born  in  Wiirtemberg,  Ger- 
many, in  1823.  As  a  child  I  received  a  good 
education  and  prepared  to  be  a  school 
teacher.  In  1858,  at  the  age  of  35,  I  came 
to  America  and  in  1859  I  was  licensed  to 
preach  by  Philadelphia  Classis.  In  October 
the  same  year,  I  was  ordained  at  Harrisburg 
and  was  appointed  as  a  missionary  in  Norfolk 
and  Richmond,  Va.  I  founded  the  first  and 
onlv  German  Church  in  Norfolk.  I  also 
organized  a  congregation  of  50  members  in 
Richmond.  What  is  my  name? 
Clue  2.  In  1863  I  moved  to  the  north  and 
was  sent  as  a  missionary  to  Chestnut  Hill. 
Germantown.  Manayunk  and  other  suburbs 
of  Philadelphia.  I  then  located  at  Brides- 
burg.  Pa.,  where  I  took  an  orphan  child  into 
mv  home.  Soon  others  were  received  and  I 
bought  a  property  and  founded  the  first 
orphanage  in  the  Reformed  Church  known  as 
the  "Orphans'  Home  of  the  Shepherd  of 
Lambs."    What  is  my  name? 
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Clue  3.  In  1864  my  wife  died,  aged  32 
years,  leaving  me  with  six  children,  the 
youngest  only  four  weeks  old  —  also  fifty 
orphan  children  in  the  Home.  Five  weeks 
after  the  death  of  my  wife  I  died  of  typhoid 
fever,  aged  41  years.    A  few  years  later,  in 


1867,  the  Orphans'  Home  was  moved  to 
Womelsdorf.  The  church  at  Bridesburg  was 
enrolled  as  a  mission  to  give  spiritual  care 
to  the  orphans  who  had  found  a  home  which 
I  opened  for  them.    What  is  my  name? 

C.  E.  S. 


Answers  to  Our  Missionary  Quiz 


Correct  answers  to  the  Missionary  Quiz 
conducted  in  the  September  issue  of  the  Out- 
look OF  Missions  were  received  from  the 
following: — 

The  Rev.  J.  Franklin  Bair,  Greensburg,  Pa. 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Lobach,  Waynesboro,  Pa. 

Miss  Mary  Jane  Gray,  Winchester,  Va. 

Mrs.  H.  Jerome  Leinbach,  Nanticoke,  Pa. 


The  Rev.  W.  C.  Lverly,  Thomasville,  N.  C. 
Mrs.  George  E.  Gaiser,  Akron,  Ohio. 
Mr.  J.  E.  Correll,  China  Grove,  N.  C. 

The  names  of  the  missionaries  are: 
The  Rev.  James  Ross  Reily. 
The  Rev.  A.  C.  Whitmer. 
The  Rev.  Frederick  C.  Bauman. 


The  Challenge  to  the  Church 


THE  tragic  events  now  going  on  in  Europe 
and  in  other  countries  throughout  the 
world  are  so  fully  occupying  the  minds  of 
our  people  in  America  that  they  may  be  alto- 
gether unaware  of  conditions  that  obtain  in 
our  own  country.  The  recent  conscription 
bill  will  doubtless  seriously  affect  many  exist- 
ing relations  in  society.  The  dislocation  in 
industry,  in  education  and  in  various  pursuits 
of  life  must  be  apparent  to  all.  It  will  have 
its  effect  no  less  upon  the  Church.  It  is 
assumed  that  the  greater  proportion  of  the 
young  men  who  will  thus  be  conscripted  are 
members  of  our  churches.    One  cannot  with- 


draw from  our  churches  these  millions  of  our 
youth  without  noticing  their  absence  from 
our  services  and  from  our  various  church 
activities,  notably  our  young  people's  organ- 
izations and  Sunday  Schools. 

Moreover,  the  training  camps  call  for  400 
ministers  to  serve  as  chaplains.  These  must 
be  high  grade,  well  equipped,  outstanding 
young  men  in  the  ministry.  To  take  this  body 
of  ministers  out  of  their  pulpits,  even  if  it 
be  only  temporarily,  for  a  year  or  more,  will 
seriously  affect  that  number  of  our  churches. 
The  conditions  thus  created  will  have  to  be 
faced  by  our  congregations.    Interest  in  the 
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Im^v.  a.  Odell  Leonard.  Pastor 
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general  program  of  the  church,  in  missions, 
in  Christian  Education  and  in  other  benevo- 
lent enterprises,  will  be  sustained  only  by 
special  eff  ort  on  the  part  of  those  who  ''stay 
by  the  stuff."  When  the  very  foundations  of 
our  national,  social,  economic  and  religious 
life  are  being  shaken,  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  dare  not  be  doing  less  than  it  has  done 
in  the  past,  but  it  should  be  doing  much  more. 
If  we  are  called  upon  to  make  great  sacrifices 
for  the  nation  we  should  be  willing  to  make 
even  greater  sacrifices  for  the  Church  and  for 
the  Kingdom  of  Christ. 

A  time  like  this  calls  all  our  people  to  fresh 
loyalty  and  renewed  devotion  to  the  Church. 
Our  church  buildings  should  be  thronged  by 
eager  worshippers  who  seek  to  reinforce  their 
lives  by  contact  with  those  spiritual  realities 
which  alone  can  bring  poise  and  power  to 
their  souls.  Times  of  crisis,  of  stress  and 
strain,  should  always  drive  people  nearer  to 
God.  The  Church  is  the  only  institution  that 
can  give  comfort  and  peace  to  men's  souls 
in  times  like  these.  The  American  people 
ought  to  know  this  fact. 

If  our  present  civilization  and  culture  will 
be  shattered,  as  current  events  ominously 
seem  to  forebode,  then,  when  a  new  order 
is  to  be  constructed  out  of  the  wreck  and  ruin, 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  must  make  the 
fullest  possible  contribution  to  bring  it  to 
pass.  This  is  the  supreme  hour  for  the 
Church.  Other  agencies,  other  institutions, 
other  systems,  erected  by  man,  have  failed. 
They  lie  shattered  at  our  feet.  We  trusted 
that  they  would  save  us.  But  they  have  failed 
us.  The  Church  must  not  fail.  It  must  go 
forth  gloriously  as  "an  army  with  banners." 

This  is  no  time  for  the  Church's  retreat. 
World  conditions  are  a  summons  to  the 
Church  to  venture  forth  upon  new  conquests 
and  invade  new  territory.  To  no  agency  in 
the  organizational  life  of  the  Church  does  this 
challenge    come    with    greater    force  and 


urgency  than  to  the  Board  of  National  Mis- 
sions. By  the  very  fact  of  its  mandate  it  is 
charged  with  the  responsibility  of  enlarging 
the  tent  of  the  Church  and  strengthening  its 
stakes.  There  never  was  a  greater  need  to 
undergird  this  enterprise  than  at  this  very 
moment.  Our  people  should  sense  this  fact. 
They  should  therefore  lift  this  cause  high  in 
their  thinking,  in  their  devotions  and  in  their 
giving. 

The  contributions  of  our  Church  members 
to  the  missionary  enterprise  have  by  no 
means  been  commensurate  with  the  money 
which  they  are  called  upon  to  pay  in  the  form 
of  taxes  for  our  national  defense.  Therefore 
our  people  should  not  only  throng  our  houses 
of  worship,  but  they  should  also  contribute 
lavishly  so  that  the  treasuries  of  our  congre- 
gations and  of  our  Boards  might  be  filled  in 
order  to  carry  forward  the  work  effectively. 
The  government  employs  the  method  of  coer- 
cion to  raise  the  needed  funds  for  national 
defense  and  other  governmental  expenses.  In 
the  Church  there  is  no  coercion  applied.  Its 
needed  funds  are  supplied  on  a  voluntary 
basis.  The  only  coercion  is  a  moral  coercion. 
But  I  submit  that  the  moral  compulsion  is  of 
greater  force  for  a  Christian  than  the  legal. 

The  Church  then  is  called  upon  to  create 
in  all  its  people  a  deep  sense  of  moral  obli- 
gation. If  this  is  permitted  to  be  "blackened 
out"  then  indeed  deep  darkness  has  settled 
over  our  people  and  over  the  world. 

As  Christians  we  do  not  despair.  There 
have  been  other  dark  days  in  the  history  of 
the  Church  and  of  the  world.  The  lights  had 
gone  out.  And  then  a  new  day  began  to 
break.  A  voice  was  heard:  "The  night  is  far 
spent,  the  day  is  at  hand!"  A  great  voice 
spake:  "Babylon  the  great  is  fallen."  "The 
Kingdoms  of  this  world,  have  become  the 
Kingdom  of  our  Lord."  Here  is  the  faith 
and  the  patience  of  the  saints. 

C.  S. 


Notes  and  Notices 


THE  Home  Missions  Council  will  hold  its 
annual  meeting  at  the  Hotel  Dennis, 
Atlantic  City,  December  9-12,  1940.  Hereto- 
fore the  Council  always  met  in  January,  but 
the  change  of  date  for  this  meeting  was  made 
so  as  to  have  a  simultaneous  meeting  with 
the  Federal  Council  and  the  Foreign  Missions 
Conference  at  the  same  time  and  place. 


Miss  Adel  Nagy  of  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  suc- 
ceeds Miss  Violet  Toma  as  deaconess  in  our 
Hungarian  Church  at  Lorain,  Ohio,  of  which 
Rev.  Daniel  Bodor  is  the  pastor. 

-:f      *  * 

Rev.  S.  Laky  has  resigned  our  Hungarian 
Missions  at  Buffalo  and  Tonawanda  and  has 
removed  to  Trenton,  N.  J.,  to  succeed  Rev. 
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Imre  Kovacs  who  has  gone  to  Phoenixville, 
Pa. 

Mrs.  Laky  has  frequently  appeared  before 
conferences  and  congregations  of  our  English 
speaking  bodies  and  has  made  a  fine  impres- 
sion by  her  vivid  presentation  of  our  Hun- 
garian work  and  her  interest  in  world  peace. 

*  *  * 

Rev.  Howard  Loch  who  took  charge  of  our 
Mission  at  Ellwood  City,  Pa.,  some  months 
ago  is  meeting  with  a  fine  response  on  the 
part  of  his  people.  At  a  recent  ingathering 
service  an  offering  of  more  than  $400  was 

raised  to  apply  on  the  debt  of  the  church. 

*  *  * 

The  new  Board  of  National  Missions  will 
meet  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  on  November  14, 
1940.  At  this  meeting  a  permanent  organi- 
zation will  be  effected  and  plans  perfected 
for  the  Board  to  take  full  charge  of  the  work 
at  the  beginning  of  the  new  fiscal  year. 


The  Rev.  Jerome  Wenner  of  Millersville, 
Pa.,  has  come  to  Philadelphia  and  assumed 
the  pastorate  of  Christ  Reformed  Church. 
This  is  one  of  the  "down  town"  churches  in 
the  city.  It  is  located  in  the  midst  of  apart- 
ment and  boarding  houses.  This  fact  seems 
to  call  for  a  program  of  activities  somewhat 
different  from  the  conventional  preaching 
services.  The  church,  both  by  its  location 
and  facilities,  is  well  adapted  to  render  a 
ministry  along  social  service  and  community 
lines.  In  order  to  enable  the  congregation  to 
launch  out  upon  this  larger  service,  the  Board 
of  Home  Missions  has  granted  it  a  small  sub- 
sidy for  one  year.  It  is  becoming  increas- 
ingly evident  that  much  of  our  Home  Mission 
work  in  the  down-town  sections  of  our  large 
cities,  must  in  the  future  assume  this  char- 
acter. We  shall  watch  with  interest  this  new 
experiment  and  if  it  succeeds  here,  it  may 
likewise  be  applied  elsewhere. 


More  Comments  on  "Our  Master's  Voice" 


IT  was  my  pleasure  to  see  the  sound  film 
'Our  Master's  Voice'  twice  at  different 
times  and  would  be  glad  to  see  it  again.  It 
is  beautiful,  touching,  and  speaks  volumes." 

"Last  evening  'Our  Master's  Voice'  was 
presented  in  my  church  before  an  assembly 
of  145  people.  The  film  was  kindly  received 
and  on  all  sides  I  heard  favorable  expressions. 
Here  are  some  of  the  things  I  heard :  T  didn't 
know  our  Board  was  doing  that  kind  of  work.' 
'Wonderful,  the  picture  inspired  me.'  'It 
seemed  so  short.  I  wish  we  would  have  had 
more  of  it.'  " 

"It  had  a  good  effect  upon  the  morale  of 
the  congregation,  giving  them  a  wider  view  of 
the  work  of  the  Church.  I  am  sure  it  will 
be  helpful  in  enabling  me  to  raise  the  appor- 
tionment in  full  again  this  year." 

"Rev.  Mr.  Pugh  was  wdth  us  last  evening 
and  showed  the  film  'Our  Master's  Voice.'  I 
was  most  agreeably  surprised  and  pleased 
both  with  the  film  and  Mr.  Pugh.  You  have 
the  right  man  and  the  program  he  is  putting 
on  will  prove  a  winner — congratulations." 


Have  you  seen  the  picture?  If  not,  write 
to  headquarters  and  arrange  for  a  date.  The 
time  of  showing  the  film  is  forty-five  minutes. 

Did  you  have  a  share  in  the  raising  of  a 
$25,000  Thank  Offering  for  Home  Missions? 
If  not,  why  not  make  your  offering  now.  Per- 
haps such  an  offering  could  be  in  the  form 
of  a  Church-building  Fund, 

Wm.  F.  DeLong,  Treasurer. 


Ebenezer  Reformed  Church 
Sheboygan,  Wis. 


Rev.  Elmer  C.  Jaberg:.  Pastor 


"Although  I  have  moved  to  California  and  attend  a  church  of  another  denomination. 
I  am  renewing  my  Outlook  of  Missions.   1  will  enjoy  reading  it." 

Mrs.  Anna  Hurd. 
Compton,  Calif,  (formerly  Kenton.  Ohio). 
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The  Essence  of  Evangelism 

Abstract  of  Address  before  Potomac  Synod 
Rev.  Charles  E.  Schaeffer,  D.D. 


THE  subject  of  Evangelism  has  been  lifted 
into  phenomenal  prominence  in  our  times. 
25  years  ago;  especially  in  Reformed  Church 
circles,  a  certain  degree  of  suspicion,  if  not 
of  opprobrium,  was  attached  to  it.  Then,  as 
by  some  strange  alchemy,  it  was  transformed 
into  something  to  be  coveted  and  cultivated. 
It  has  become  respectable,  to  say  the  least, 
and  now  has  been  assigned  a  chief  seat  in 
the  synagogue.    In  the  Federal  Council  the 
Department  of  Evangelism  has  come  to  be 
regarded  as  of  major  importance.     In  the 
Reformed  Church  we  put  it  on  a  par  with 
other  interests  which  centered  in  the  Board 
of  Home  Missions  and  for  some  years  we 
gave  it  wings  in  that  we  had  assigned  to  it 
a   man   who   had  special   gifts   along  that 
line.    The  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church 
created  a  Commission  especially  charged  with 
the  responsibility  of  promoting  this  interest 
throughout  the  Church.    Similar  Committees 
or  Commissions  have  been  appointed  in  prac- 
tically all  of  the  new  Synods — and  Evangel- 
ism holds  the  stage  in  common  with  Chris- 
tian Education,  Social  Action,  Stewardship 
and  other  activities  in  the  Church.    What  was 
once  the  exclusive  method  or  program  of 
denominations  that  were  pietistic  in  spirit  and 
Arminian  in  theology,  has  now  been  adopted 
in  many  denominations  that  were  tradition- 
ally committed  to  an  educational  type  of 
religion  and  to  a  Calvinistic  theology.  This 
is  significant,  to  say  the  least.     What  has 
happened?    Does  it  mean  that  the  Reformed 
Church  that  has  always  prided  itself  on  the 
Catechetical  system,  has  capitulated  to  the 
emotional  type  of  religion  so  characteristic 
of  those  who  in  past  years  have  followed  the 
Evangelistic  method?    I  dare  say  that  if  the 
Fathers  of  our  Church  who  lived  and  labored 
a  hundred  or  even  fifty  years  ago  were  now 
to  appear  upon  the  scene  they  would  rub 
their  eyes   and   could  hardly  believe  their 
senses  at  the  changed  attitude  which  their 
modern  descendants  have  assumed  on  this 
matter    of   Evangelism.     And   yet   we  are 
scarcely  minded  to  offer  any  apologies  for 
this  change  of  altitude. 


Now,  why  is  it  that  in  Reformed  Church 
circles  we  can  today  advocate  Evangelism 
without  a  blush  or  without  any  compunctions 
of  conscience? 

First — Is  it  because  we  have  discovered  the 
inadequacy  of  a  mere  educational  type  of 
religion?  Perhaps  something  had  happened 
to  our  educational  system.  The  system  advo- 
cated by  Horace  Bushnell  in  his  "Christian 
Nurture"  was  by  itself  no  longer  regarded  as 
sufficient  or  adequate.  Perhaps  the  fault  lay 
not  so  much  with  the  system  as  with  the  fact 
that  it  was  not  properly  worked.  Somehow, 
somewhere  in  the  process,  we  fell  down. 
Religious  or  Christian  Education  was  never 
more  stressed  than  during  this  very  period 
when  Evangelism  gained  its  prominence. 
Boards  of  Christian  Education  were  created, 
curricula  in  Church  Schools  were  estab- 
lished, highly  graded  and  modernly  equipped 
Schools  were  organized  —  and  surely  if  the 
educational  type  of  religion  could  produce  the 
desired  results,  we  should  have  expected  the 
same  to  be  thus  achieved.  But  the  vast  num- 
ber of  our  Sunday  School  children  never  find 
their  way  into  full  Church  membership  so 
that  today  we  are  confronted  with  the  sad 
spectacle  of  seeing  the  majority  of  the  people 
in  America  outside  of  any  Church  relation- 
ship. The  catechetical  instruction  today  bears 
only  a  slight  resemblance  to  its  traditional 
use  in  our  Churches  a  generation  or  more 
ago.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  what  we 
need  today  is  not  less  emphasis  on  education, 
but  rather  more. 

The  criticism  I  make  of  Christian  Educa- 
tion today  is  not  that  it  is  so  assiduously 
stressed,  but  that  it  is  not  stressed  enough. 
It  stops  short.  It  does  not  go  far  enough. 
There  are  vast  areas  into  which  it  does  not 
seem  to  penetrate.  It  lacks  proper  motiva- 
tion. It  does  not  press  for  a  verdict.  Deci- 
sion is  a  matter  of  the  emotions  and  of  the 
will  rather  than  of  the  intellect.  Therefore 
a  sane  Evangelism  must  supplement  the  edu- 
cational processes.  There  needs  to  be  no  con- 
flict between  these  two  types  of  relisjious 
culture.  They  can,  if  properly  directed  and 
articulated,  supplement  each  other.  Evangel- 
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ism,  properly  understood,  is  more  than  an 
emotional  appeal.  It  can  be  just  as  highly 
intellectualized  as  any  educational  approach 
to  the  individual.  The  thing  that  has  actually 
happened  to  Evangelism  in  these  latter  days 
is  that  it  has  been  rescued  from  its  wild, 
rabid,  excessive  emotionalism  and  has  come 
to  connote  something  more  respectable  than 
in  the  days  of  Peter  Cartwright  and  even  of 
Billy  Sunday  who  associated  it  with  commer- 
cialism and  sensational  outbursts  of  emotion. 
Second  —  We  have  discovered  the  deeper 
meaning  of  Evangelism.  It  is  always  well  to 
go  to  the  root  of  a  word  to  understand  its  real 
meaning.  At  the  heart  of  Evangelism  is  the 
Evangel.  The  Evangel  is  the  Gospel,  good 
news.  Evangelism  is  not  a  method.  It  is  a 
message.  It  is  the  proclamation  of  the  good 
news  of  the  Kingdom.  It  is  the  prophetic 
rather  than  the  priestly,  or  the  pedagogic 
method  of  proclaiming  the  good  news.  We 
speak  of  professional  Evangelism,  pastoral 
Evangelism,  personal  Evangelism,  visitation 
Evangelism,  but  basically,  fundamentally,  it 
is  prophetic  Evangelism.  There  never  was  a 
time  when  this  was  so  greatly  needed  as 
today.  Preaching  the  Gospel  is  the  need  of 
the  world  today.  How  shall  they  hear  with- 
out a  preacher?  Whatever  else  a  minister 
may  be — a  teacher,  a  pastor,  an  administra- 
tor, he  must  above  all  things  be  a  preacher. 
To  this  end  was  he  born,  for  this  purpose 
w^as  he  trained.  We  are  told  the  day  of  great 
preaching  is  past.    Pity  us,  if  it  is! 

The  essence  of  Evangelism,  then,  is  the 
preaching,  the  heralding,  of  the  Gospel.  This 
divinely  ordained  function  of  the  Church,  this 
God-inspired  gift  to  the  preacher,  is  not 
always  given  its  rightful  place  in  the  life 
and  program  of  the  Church.  There  are  too 
many  substitutes  these  days  for  the  Gospel 
sermon.  Sometimes  it  is  omitted  alto2;ether. 
Short  talks,  lectures,  discourses  on  all  sorts 
of  strange  and  outlandish  topics  are  fre- 
quentlv  used  in  place  of  a  sermon.  Very 
often  the  preacher  does  not  use  a  text  at  all 
— merely  a  topic  which  has  been  snatched 
from  some  current  magazine  or  pamphlet. 
Sometimes  the  periodical  is  drasrs^ed  into  the 
pulpit  and  lifted  above  the  Bible,  and  the 
sermon,  if  it  may  be  so  called,  is  an  exposi- 
tion of  an  article  found  in  a  public  sheet. 
There  is  need  for  the  return  of  the  gospel 
sermon  which  finds  its  basis  in  Holy  Scrip- 
ture. One  needs  only  to  scan  the  Saturday 
papers  and  observe  the  topics  advertised  as 


themes  for  Sunday  preaching  to  be  impressed 
by  the  shallowness,  the  superficiality,  the 
irrelevancy  of  much  of  our  present  day 
preaching.  These  preachers  never  come  to 
grips  with  the  great  themes  of  the  gospel,  and 
thus  they  leave  their  people  go  unfed  and 
hungry. 

Now,  we  have  felt  all  this  and  are  there- 
fore insisting  that  the  need  of  the  hour  is 
the  preaching  of  the  Evangel  or  of  Evangel- 
ism, if  you  please. 

Third — Evangelism  is  the  foil  to  a  secular 
or  to  a  humanistic  type  of  religion.  If  I 
were  asked  to  name  the  arch  heresy  of  the 
modern  Church,  that  which  saps  its  vitality 
and  virility,  which  degenerates  it  to  the  level 
of  a  mere  secular  institution  and  thus  dis- 
qualifies it  to  render  its  divine  mission  and 
function  in  the  world,  I  would  declare  with- 
out hesitation  or  reservation  that  it  is  the 
humanistic  emphasis  which  is  dominating  the 
life  of  the  Church.  The  spirit  of  humanism 
has  crept  very  slowly  and  very  subtly  into  the 
whole  concept  of  our  religion.  In  essence 
it  means  an  undue  exaltation  of  man's  inher- 
ent power  for  righteousness  and  salvation.  It 
bows  God  out  of  the  universe  and  puts  man 
upon  the  throne.  Religion  then  becomes 
man-centered  instead  of  God-centered.  Every- 
thing is  done  by  man  and  for  man.  Worship 
resolves  itself  into  self-expression,  self-glori- 
fication, self-improvement.  This  is  the  worst 
form  of  idolatry  and  is  a  violation  of  the  first 
commandment.  Where  this  obtains  the  whole 
viewpoint  of  the  religious  life  changes.  This 
is  the  fundamental  error  that  controls  so 
much  of  our  modern  religious  education  and 
makes  it  so  ineffective  for  good. 

Now  Evangelism,  if  riojhtly  interpreted,  is 
the  counteraction,  the  foil  to  this  humanistic, 
secularistic  emphasis.  Evangelism,  if  it  does 
anything,  calls  men  back  to  God.  It  seeks 
to  restore  the  long-lost  consciousness  of  God. 
In  clear,  prophetic  tones  it  cries  out — "Behold 
your  God!"  "Thus  saith  the  Lord!"  This 
note  needs  to  be  sounded  today  when  men 
are  drifting  away  from  God,  awav  from  the 
Church,  when  they  are  seeking  the  hiirhest 
values  in  themselves  and  in  human  achieve- 
ments. 

Fourth — Evangelism  proclaims  a  Divine  Re- 
deemer. The  Evangel  is  good  news — but 
good  news  to  a  sinful  and  dying  world.  It 
brings  to  men  an  awareness  of  how  great 
their  sins  and  miseries  are.  This  note  has 
been  largely  lost  in  our  modern  preaching. 
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Today  we  put  less  emphasis  upon  sin  and 
its  consequences  than  in  generations  past. 
Sin  is  an  unpopular  subject — We  condone  it 
rather  than  condemn  it.  We  call  it  "good- 
ness in  the  making,"  "arrested  development," 
a  "not  yet".  Evangelism,  in  proclaiming 
Christ  as  the  Redeemer,  presupposes  the  fact, 
the  awful  fact,  of  sin.  Where  there  is  no  sin 
there  is  no  need  for  a  Saviour.  Then  the 
Church  becomes  a  mere  ethical-culture  society, 
religion  only  a  scheme  of  morality,  salvation 
mere  human  goodness,  Christ  Himself  is  no 
longer  needed  and  Christianity  itself  is  re- 
duced to  the  same  level  as  non-Christian 
religions.  This  is  precisely  what  is  happen- 
ing in  our  modern  world.  The  Church  is 
fast  drifting  into  this  abyss.  It  has  lost  its 
passion  for  a  Redeemer.  Consequently  it 
may  prate  and  prattle  on  all  sorts  of  ethical 
and  moralistic  topics,  but  it  has  no  message 
from  the  Lord,  no  Gospel,  no  good  news,  for 
a  disturbed  and  distraught  world.  Evangel- 
ism seeks  to  restore  this  lost  note.  It  lifts  up 
Christ  as  Saviour  and  Lord  and  bids  men 
come  unto  Him  and  live.  And  this  applies 
to  the  individual  and  to  the  group.  There 
is  a  social  as  well  as  a  personal  Evangelism. 
Our  modern  problems  in  society,  in  the 
nations,  in  the  world,  will  not  be  solved  in 
any  other  way. 

Evangelism,  then,  has  far  larger  implica- 
tions than  resorting  to  high  pressure,  some- 
times questionable,  methods  to  bring  men  and 
women  into  the  Church.    It  affects  the  whole 


aspect,  the  whole  range  of  our  ministry.  It 
assumes  the  nature  of  a  passion  rather  than 
of  a  program.  It  mounts  into  the  dominant, 
controlling  motive  of  all  our  preaching,  our 
pastoral  work,  our  ecclesiastical  activities.  It 
is  no  side  issue,  it  is  not  confined  to  times 
and  seasons;  it  is  not  a  spasm,  but  a  system. 
Ministers  need  not  say — Now,  we  are  going 
to  have  an  Evangelistic  campaign!  Such 
staged  efforts  often  prove  futile.  Such  Evan- 
gelistic campaigns  come  and  go.  They  are 
intended  to  galvanize  the  Church,  to  arouse 
it  from  its  lethargy  and  Laodicean  lukewarm- 
ness,  but  often  the  last  state  is  worse  than 
the  first.  Evangelism  is  a  permanent,  peren- 
nial, persistent  preaching  of  the  Gospel,  the 
high  and  holy  heralding  of  the  good  news 
of  Christ  the  Saviour  of  a  lost  world. 

If  the  modern  emphasis  on  Evangelism  will 
serve  to  recover  this  note  in  our  ministry  we 
may  well  hail  its  coming  with  gratitude  and 
joy.  We  may  welcome  it  as  the  panacea  for 
the  ills  of  the  world  and  of  the  Church  itself. 
Its  recovery  in  our  hearts  will  send  us  back 
into  our  pulpits  with  a  new  passion  for  God, 
for  Christ  and  for  humanity.  It  will  lift  our 
preaching  to  higher  levels,  and  give  fresh 
meaning  to  our  ministry. 

We  are  standing  on  the  threshold  of  a  new 
venture  in  the  united  Church.  Shall  ours  be 
a  truly  Evangelistic  as  well  as  an  Evangelical 
and  Reformed  Church?  It  remains  for  you 
and  me  to  make  it  such. 


America  First 


Not  merely  in  matters  material,  but  in  things 
of  the  spirit. 

Not  merely  in  science,  inventions,  motors,  and 
skyscrapers,  but  also  in  ideals,  principles, 
character. 

Not  merely  in  the  calm  assertion  of  rights, 
but  in  the  glad  assumption  of  duties. 

Not  flaunting  her  strength  as  a  giant,  but 
bending  in  helpfulness  over  a  sick  and 
wounded  world  like  a  Good  Samaritan. 

Not  in  splendid  isolation,  but  in  Christlike 
cooperation. 

Not  in  pride,  arrogance,  and  disdain  of  other 
races  and  peoples,  but  in  sympathy,  love, 
and  understanding. 


Not  in  treading  again  the  old,  worn,  bloody 
pathway  which  ends  inevitably  in  chaos 
and  disaster,  but  in  blazing  a  new  trail, 
along  which,  please  God,  other  nations  will 
follow,  into  the  new  Jerusalem  where  wars 
shall  be  no  more. 

Some  day  some  nation  must  take  that  path — 
unless  we  are  to  lapse  once  again  into  utter 
barbarism — and  that  honor  I  covet  for  my 
beloved  America. 

And  so,  in  that  spirit  and  with  these  hopes, 
I  say  with  all  my  heart  and  soul,  "AMER- 
ICA FIRST." 

Bishop  G.  Ashton  Oldham. 


Foreign  Missions 

John  H.  Poorman,  Editor 


In  Memoriam 


IN  THE  death  of  Dr.  Charles  E.  Creitz  on 
September  20th,  1940,  the  Board  of  For- 
eign Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
United  States  sustained  a  supreme  loss  both 
personal  and  official.  Dr.  Creitz  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  Board  March  5th,  1912.  He 
served  as  its  president  from  March  5th,  1924, 
until  his  death. 

Dr.  Creitz  brought  to  the  Board  personal 
Christian  characteristics  which  were  of  ines- 
timably valuable  service  to  the  functioning 
of  one  of  the  major  agencies  of  the  Church. 
He  had  a  faith  that  was  at  once  dominant 
and  indomitable,  a  faith  that  was  both  invin- 
cible and  victorious.  He  had  a  hope  that  was 
clairvoyant  and  therefore  undaunted  by  diffi- 
culties which  would  have  defeated  others  of 
hesitant  attitude.  He  had  an  all-embracing 
love  which  made  him  a  true  Christian  inter- 
nationalist. 

As  president  of  the  Board,  Dr.  Creitz 
exhibited  a  rare  combination  of  executive 
abilities.  He  had  wisdom  and  courage,  both 
of  which  are  so  essential  in  the  administra- 
tion of  Foreign  Missions.  In  Foreign  Mis- 
sions it  is  often  most  difficult  to  know  what 
to  do;  and  not  infrequently,  knowing  what 
to  do,  it  is  even  more  difficult  to  have  the 
courage  to  do  it.  Dr.  Creitz  had  and  held 
fast  two  ideals  for  the  Board  of  Foreign  Mis- 
sions. One  was  service  and  the  other  was 
sacrifice.  He  was  also  at  once  a  missionary 
idealist  and  a  missionary  realist.  He  always 
held  his  head  high,  but  he  kept  his  feet  on 


the  ground.  He  believed  that  administrative 
faith  was  not  only  "an  assured  confidence," 
but  also  "a  certain  knowledge." 

Another  notable  characteristic  of  Dr.  Creitz 
as  president  of  the  Board  was  his  staunch 
and  loyal  cooperation  with  the  executive 
secretary  of  the  Board  in  his  execution  of 
the  actions  of  the  Board.  When  a  plan  of 
action  had  been  finally  adopted,  he  was 
always  back  of  the  one  doing  it,  at  home  or 
abroad  with  his  hearty  and  enthusiastic  sup- 
port. 

Dr.  Creitz  was  a  pastor  and  brought  to  the 
office  of  the  presidency  of  the  Board  a  pastor's 
heart.  He  knew  and  appreciated  the  task  of 
the  pastor  and  his  congregation  in  the  sup- 
port of  the  work  of  the  Board  of  For- 
eign Missions,  and  tempered  many  a  Board 
action  with  pastoral  sympathy.  His  "pastoral 
prayers"  for  the  Board  and  its  work,  for  the 
Church  and  its  missionaries,  were  uplifting 
and  inspiring.  No  member  or  officer  of  the 
Board  can  ever  forget  how  his  voice  fre- 
quently choked  with  emotion  as  he  poured 
out  his  heart  and  our  hearts  to  our  Heavenly 
Father  for  some  special  need  in  some  baffling 
hour. 

His  presidency  of  the  Board  is  epitomized 
in  the  words  of  his  favorite  hymn: 

Father  of  eternal  grace. 

Glorify  Thyself  in  me; 
Meekly  beaming  in  my  face, 

May  the  world  Thine  image  see. 


A  Call  to  Sacrificial  Giving 


w 


HEN  muhitudes  in  China  and  Europe 
in   misery   and  without 
merely  a  pittance  out 


are  suffering 
food,  we  cannot  give 
of  our  super-abundance. 

For  the  maintenance  and  strengthening  of 
the  established  work  of  our  churches  and 
missions  we  shall  give  generously  out  of  our 
regular  income.  But  to  save  those  who  have 
been  driven  from  their  homes  and  who  are 
hungry,  we  shall  make  some  sacrifice. 

Only  by  sharing  in  some  small  way  in  suf- 
fering can  we  be  qualified  to  join  with  those 


in  the  older  churches  in  Europe  and  with 
those  in  the  younger  churches  in  Asia  and 
Africa  who  are  establishing  a  universal  Chris- 
tian fellowship. 

For  the  ministration  of  this  service  not  only 
filleth  up  the  measure  of  the  wants  of  the 
saints,  but  aboundeth  also  through  many 
thanksgivings  unto  God  .  .  .  while  they  them- 
selves also,  with  supplication  on  your  behalf 
long  after  you  by  reason  of  the  exceeding 
grace  of  God  in  you.    H  Cor.  9:12-14. 

A.  L.  Warnshuis. 
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Westward  to  the  Far  East 


AFTER  a  week  visiting  our  parents  in 
Lovettsville,  Va.,  and  Baltimore,  Md.,  we 
left  Cavetown,  August  3rd,  by  automobile  for 
Martinsburg,  W.  Va.,  where  we  boarded  a 
train  for  Chicago.  Some  of  our  friends  from 
Cavetown  and  Martinsburg  were  at  the  station 
to  bid  us  farewell.  Arriving  in  Chicago 
Sunday  morning,  we  spent  the  day  quietly 
as  we  awaited  the  departure  of  the  "Portland 
Rose"  that  evening.  Wednesday  morning, 
August  7th,  we  arrived  in  Portland,  Oregon, 
after  a  scenic  and  enjoyable  trip  across  the 
continent.  Less  than  an  hour  later  we  were 
bound  for  Seattle.  Mrs.  August  E.  Binder, 
wife  of  the  pastor  of  St.  Paul's  Evangelical 
and  Reformed,  greeted  us  at  the  station. 
From  the  time  of  her  greeting  to  the  moment 
of  our  sailing,  "the  Binders"  were  our  most 
gracious  hosts.  In  them  we  found  real  friends 
whose  expressions  of  Christian  love  will  al- 
ways live  in  our  memories.  It  was  my 
privilege  to  bring  the  message  to  the  good 
people  of  St.  Paul's  on  Sunday  morning. 
Rev.  Frank  L.  Fesperman  addressed  the  Sun- 
day-school on  the  work  of  the  Japan  Mission. 
After  the  services  we  enjoyed  a  fellowship 
dinner  prepared  by  the  women  of  the  church. 

Monday,  August  12th,  our  ship,  the 
"Hikawa  Maru,"  sailed.  Rev.  August  E. 
Binder,  with  his  family  and  some  friends,  bid 
us  a  fond  farewell.  Letters  from  friends 
"back  home"  helped  bring  cheer  amid  the 
commotion  of  the  occasion.  Standing  by  our 
side  were  Rev.  Frank  L.  Fesperman  and  his 
family,  whose  fellowship  proved  a  great  bless- 
ing on  this  voyage. 

When  we  awoke  Tuesday  morning,  our  ship 
was  docked  at  Vancouver.  At  noon  we  sailed 
from  this  port  and  began  our  voyage  across 
the  Pacific.  Before  retiring  that  evening,  we 
took  a  turn  around  the  boat  deck.  The  moon- 
light streaming  over  the  surface  of  the  sea 
to  the  far  distant  shore  seemed  to  be  like  a 
bright,  wide  streamer  trying  to  keep  us  con- 
nected with  the  land. 

For  three  davs  the  Pacific  lived  up  to  its 
name,  but  on  Friday  evening  a  brisk  south- 
west wind  caused  the  billows  to  roll  and  with 
them  our  ship.  We  were  glad  that  the  first 
several  days  had  given  us  our  "sea  legs,"  for 
without  that  experience  I  feel  sure  we  would 
have  joined  a  number  of  our  fellow  voyagers 
along  the  boat  rail. 


Sunday  morning,  August  18th,  the  first 
worship  service  ol  the  voyage  was  held  in 
our  dining-room.  Nearly  all  the  passengers 
in  the  tourist  class  attended.  The  Rev.  John 
D.  Cobb,  a  missionary  to  Japan,  conducted 
the  worship,  and  I  was  privileged  to  bring 
the  message. 

The  days  spent  on  ship-board  seemed  to 
pass  swiftly.  One  could  always  find  some- 
thing to  do,  with  letters  to  write,  books  to 
read,  and  various  deck  and  indoor  games  for 
recreation.  The  only  news  we  received  from 
the  world  outside  our  ship  was  in  the  form 
of  a  "news  sheet"  published  daily  on  board. 
This  solitude  was  quite  a  relief! 

Sunday  afternoon,  the  day  before  our 
arrival  in  Japan,  we  were  informed  that  a 
typhoon  was  sweeping  northward  and  would 
probably  strike  our  course  that  evening.  The 
ship's  hatches  were  secured  more  tightly,  and 
port-holes  were  closed.  A  school  of  porpoises 
closely  followed  by  a  few  whales  passed  close 
by  the  ship,  seeming  to  be  going  away  from 
the  promised  storm.  But  fortunately  for  us 
(and  maybe  for  the  creatures  of  the  deep), 
the  typhoon  changed  its  course. 

The  next  morning,  August  26th,  we  had  our 
first  view  of  Japan  as  we  sailed  up  Tokyo 
Bay.  Early  in  the  morning  we  saw  the  sun- 
rise, and  the  beauty  of  the  panorama  was 
enhanced  by  a  rainbow  that  spread  from  the 
island  shore  into  the  Pacific.  Soon  we  were 
anchored  off  shore  for  quarantine  and  cus- 
toms inspection,  and  shortly  before  noon  we 
docked  at  Yokohama  for  our  first  sight  of 
the  Far  East. 

But  we  did  not  feel  like  strangers  in  a  far 
country,  for  there  waving  a  cordial  welcome 
were  the  Schroers,  of  our  Japan  Mission.  My 
first  impression  of  Japan  was  made  by  the 
clatter  of  the  wooden  cleated  shoes  of  the 
people.  Edward,  Jr.  (or  "Possie"  as  he  is 
known  to  most  of  us)  immediately  spied  a 
ricksha,  which,  of  course,  had  to  be  our  first 
means  of  conveyance.  While  Mr.  Fesperman 
and  Mr.  Schroer  attended  to  passing  the 
baggage  through  customs,  the  Fesperman, 
Schroer  and  Plitt  families  went  on  to  Tokyo 
to  spend  our  first  night  in  Japan.  And  what 
a  night!  The  typhoon  finally  arrived.  Wind 
and  rain  in  a  whirling  combination,  that  I 
am  sure  was  much  more  interesting  to  watch 
from  a  hotel  window  in  one  of  the  world's 
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Two  Missionary  Families  En  Route  to  the  Orient 

The  Plitt  and  Fesperman  Families  Photographed  on  Board  the  "Hikawa  Maru"  Before  Leaving  Seattle 


largest  cities  than  to  experience  on  the  world's 
largest  ocean,  drenched  the  vicinity.  But  the 
typhoon  was  short-lived,  for  the  next  day 
dawned  bright  and  clear. 

The  Tokyo  Station  next  to  our  hotel  was  a 
reminder  that  Japan  is  engaged  in  military 
activity.  Countless  farewell  parties  were 
being  tendered  to  soldiers  as  they  departed. 
Outside  a  company  of  soldiers  held  a  brief 
drill  prior  to  being  entrained.  Families  and 
friends  of  the  soldiers  sang  farewell  songs. 

Tuesday  morning  we  departed  for  Sendai, 
arriving  at  6:00  P.  M.  Awaiting  us  at  the 
station  were  many  missionaries  from  Sendai, 
with  some  of  the  Japanese  teachers  in  our 
schools  there.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  E.  H.  Zaugg 
welcomed  us  as  guests  into  their  home. 

Wednesday,  August  28th,  we  inspected 
North  Japan  College  where  Dr.  Zaugg  serves 
as  Dean.  Here  we  found  a  modern  educa- 
tional plant  with  equipment  equal  to  many 
of  the  American  schools  of  like  standing. 
Especially  impressive  was  the  chapel  which 
is  filled  each  morning  of  the  school  week  with 
a  worshipping  student  body,  and  is  used  each 
Sunday  for  worship  by  a  Japanese  Christian 
congregation. 

The  next  day  we  visited  Matsushima  (Pine 
Islands),  one  of  the  beauty  spots  of  North 
Japan.  According  to  a  legend  there  are  888 
islands  in  the  group.  Most  of  the  islands, 
large  and  small,  are  covered  with  pine  trees, 
which  give  Matsushima  its  name. 

Friday  noon,  Mrs.  Plitt  and  the  children 
were  luncheon  guests  of  Miss  Mary  E.  Ger- 


hard. In  the  afternoon  we  visited  Miyagi 
College  and  were  later  the  dinner  guests  of 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Kriete.  Miyagi  College,  like 
North  Japan  College,  is  well  equipped  with 
modern  educational  facilities.  The  Home 
Economics  Department  was  especially  impres- 
sive. The  chapel  of  the  college,  plain  in  its 
design,  will  seat  more  than  500  and  has 
almost  perfect  acoustics. 

Saturday,  August  31st,  the  day  of  our 
departure,  seemed  to  come  much  too  soon. 
Despite  a  drenching  rain,  Dr.  Zaugg  and  I 
made  a  pilgrimage  to  Kitayama  (North  Hill 
Cemetery)  where  our  sainted  missionaries  lie 
at  rest.  As  we  stood  beside  the  graves  of  Dr. 
Schneder  and  Dr.  Noss  and  realized  what 
these  two  men  and  others  represented  in  the 
history  of  our  mission  service,  there  came  the 
reassurance  that  we  are  advancing  in  the 
spirit  of  the  greatest  builders  on  earth  — 
builders  of  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

From  the  heights  of  Kitayama  we  departed 
to  visit  the  Naganiachi  Church  which  was 
recently  built  through  the  efforts  of  Mission- 
ary Fesperman.  Here  we  found  a  kinder- 
garten in  session,  little  boys  and  girls  who 
had  come  to  the  church  despite  a  typhoon 
rain.  After  a  chat  with  the  pastor,  over  the 
customary  cup  of  tea,  we  returned  home.  .  .  . 

Early  Sunday  morning,  September  1st,  we 
were  greeted  in  Tokyo  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul 
Gerhard.  We  breakfasted  together,  and  soon 
we  were  again  on  our  way  south.  Swiftly 
our  express  train  carried  us  along  the  Pacific 
coast,   across   the   mountains,   and  through 
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many  of  the  large  cities  of  southern  Japan, 
until  we  reached  Kobe.  After  a  night  spent 
in  Kobe,  we  sailed  for  Tangku,  China,  at  noon 
on  September  2nd,  aboard  the  "Hokurei 
Maru".  During  our  stay  in  Japan,  little 
"Joy"  with  her  light  curly  hair  was  always 
the  center  of  interest. 

The  last  part  of  our  journey  by  water  was 
by  far  the  most  scenic.  The  first  day  we 
passed  through  the  Japan  Inland  Sea,  sailing 
between  islands  covered  with  emerald  colored 
vegetation  that  blended  with  the  blue  sea. 
Tuesday  morning  we  made  our  last  port  of 
call  in  Japan  at  Moji. 

At  noon,  on  September  3rd,  we  began  the 
second  leg  of  this  voyage.  Sailing  out  of  the 
Moji-Shimonoseki  harbor,  we  entered  the 
Yellow  Sea.  The  greenish  blue  color  of  the 
sea  is  in  contrast  to  its  name.  The  next  morn- 
ing we  rounded  the  southern  coast  of  Korea, 
which  is  marked  by  high  mountains.  Many 
islands  off  the  coast  afford  a  haven  for  fisher- 
folk,  and  add  to  the  beauty  of  the  landscape. 

The  morning  of  September  5th  we  entered 
the  Gulf  of  Pechili.  The  waters  of  the  Gulf 
were  more  serene  than  those  of  the  Yellow 
Sea,  so  with  but  one  more  day  aboard  ship 
we  began  to  anticipate  our  first  view  of  China. 
After  supper,  when  the  children  had  been 
sent  to  slumberland,  Ruth  and  I  went  on  deck 


to  behold  the  beauty  of  a  night  on  Oriental 
waters.  The  Milky  Way  above  and  a  new 
moon  shining  on  the  water  off  the  ship's  star- 
board, made  us  feel  the  presence  of  the 
Fatherly  Spirit  who  had  preserved  and  guided 
as  to  these  new  shores. 

Friday  morning,  September  6th,  brought 
with  it  our  first  view  of  China!  Soon  after 
breakfast  our  ship  anchored  off  the  shore  and 
a  tender  came  along-side  to  carry  us  to 
Tangku.  There  at  the  dock  we  found  Phyllis 
Kohler  waving  a  friendly  greeting,  and  my, 
how  we  welcomed  that  greeting  from  one  of 
our  dearest  friends. 

Now  we  are  safely  settled  in  Peking,  after 
the  final  trip  by  train  from  Tangku  and  a 
ricksha  ride  from  the  station  to  the  Language 
School,  more  than  10,000  miles  from  the 
beginning  of  our  journey  —  all  this  from 
August  3rd  to  September  6th.  For  this 
experience  we  humbly  thank  our  Heavenly 
Father,  and  pray  for  strength  and  courage  to 
face  the  future  and  whatever  tasks  it  offers. 
Pray  for  us  at  home  as  we  will  be  praying 
for  you  here  in  the  Far  East,  that  always  we 
mia^ht  remain  one  in  spirit  —  even  in  the 
Spirit  of  Christ. 

Edward  T.  Plitt. 

Peking,  China, 
September  6th,  1940. 


American  Youth  Mission  in  China 


AN  American  fellowship  mission  in  the 
persons  of  Ernest  Becker  and  Ben 
Cowles,  both  second-year  students  at  Union 
Seminary  in  New  York  City,  was  expected  to 
arrive  in  July  in  Chungking  by  plane  from 
Kunming.  The  delegates  planned  to  stay  in 
the  war-time  capital  for  one  week,  to  gain 
first  hand  knowledge  of  Chinese  youth  activi- 
ties and  to  meet  Chinese  leaders.  They  were 
then  to  visit  Mount  Omei  and  Chengtu  before 
bidding  good-bye  to  Free  China  by  the  end 
of  August  when  Mr.  Becker  would  proceed 
to  Syria  and  Mr.  Cowles  to  America. 

Sponsored  by  the  American  Youth  Con- 
gress, the  National  Intercollegiate  Christian 
Council,  the  International  Council  of  the  Y. 
M.  C.  A.,  and  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  the  mission  had 
as  its  essential  purpose  to  carry  greetings  and 
goodwill  to  the  youth  of  the  Far  East  from 
the  youth  of  America.  The  delegates  were 
to  share  in  the  fellowship  of  summer  con- 
ferences and  offei:  to  these  and  similar  groups 


whatever  contribution  their  leaders  might  feel 
to  be  valuable,  to  visit  centers  of  characteris- 
tic pieces  of  work  for  young  people,  and  to 
share  the  rich  experience  of  this  mission  with 
the  sponsoring  bodies  and  their  groups  upon 
returning.  They  were  also  to  focus  their 
attention  upon  the  special  problems  confront- 
ing the  youth  of  China  and  Japan,  studying 
both  the  methods  they  have  developed  in 
meeting  their  needs,  as  well  as  the  work  for 
young  people  done  by  the  various  Missions. 

The  two  delegates,  Ernest  Becker  and  Ben 
Cowles,  are  both  25  years  old.  Becker,  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  was  graduated  from 
Amherst  College  in  1936  and  had  two  years 
of  business  experience  before  going  to  the 
seminary  in  1938.  Cowles,  born  in  Kentucky 
and  brought  up  in  Swatow,  China,  was  grad- 
uated from  Haverford  College  in  1936  and 
later  served  for  two  years  as  a  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
secretary  in  Philadelphia  before  entering  the 
seminary. 
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The  First  Fruits 


IN  MAY,  1939,  the  little  Matsubara  Day 
Nursery  and  Community  Center  building 
was  completed  just  in  time  for  us  to  see  the 
finished  product  before  sailing  for  our  third 
furlough.  Built  on  rented  land,  and  at  a  cost 
of  only  S600,  we  were  truly  amazed  at  just 
what  could  be  done  in  these  war  times  for 
so  little.  The  building  consists  of  a  small 
assembly-work  room,  and  opening  into  it  are 
a  small  rest-prayer  room,  an  office  room,  a 
tiny  kitchen,  and  a  toilet-lavatory  room.  A 
kind  and  sympathetic  contractor  made  it 
possible  to  include  all  of  these  things  at  so 
low  a  cost.  Without  any  funds  for  equip- 
ment of  any  kind  we  ransacked  our  attic  and 
home  for  things  we  no  longer  needed, 
received  some  from  friends,  and  conducted 
a  sale  in  the  building.  The  proceeds  amounted 
to  around  175  Yen,  or  about  $43.00,  which 
enabled  us  to  open  the  much  needed  Day 
Nursery  School  immediately.  Mrs.  Shoji,  a 
former  Woman  Evangelist  and  graduate  of 
Miyagi  College,  was  secured  as  teacher.  Mr. 
Kozo  Endo,  our  efficient  helper  and  leader, 
has  been  directing  the  work. 


Now  comes  the  report  of  the  first  gradu- 
ating class  in  April,  1940,  and  the  picture 
will  give  you  an  idea  of  their  faces.  A 
corner  of  the  building  can  also  be  seen.  The 
children  holding  the  diplomas  are  the  gradu- 
ates, and  the  others  will  remain  for  another 
year  or  longer. 

Here  we  have  the  "first  fruits"  of  work 
started  on  faith  in  a  suburb  of  Sendai  where 
no  Christian  work  had  been  done,  and  where 
the  "common  people"  are  hearing  the  Word 
gladly.  The  praise  for  this  splendid  work 
is  due  to  the  untiring  and  prayerful  efforts 
of  Mr.  Endo  and  Mrs.  Shoji.  In  addition  to 
this  Day  Nursery  school  for  children,  mothers' 
meetings  have  been  held  each  month,  and 
several  open  meetings  for  the  people  of  the 
community,  some  of  whom  have  taken  an 
interest  in  Christianity. 

In  these  days  of  stress  and  strain  when 
homes  are  bereft  of  sons  and  daughters  for 
the  front,  is  it  not  encouraging  that  the  little 
ones  and  mothers  turn  to  Christian  centers 
for  encouragement  and  guidance?  Mr.  Endo 
says  of  the  new  class  just  taken  in,  "About 


Graduates  of  the  Matsubara  Day  Nursery,  Sendai,  Japan 

Mrs.  Shoji  at  left;  Mr.  Endo  at  right 
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40  children  are  enrolled,  and  there  is  com- 
plaining of  the  narrowness  of  the  building, 
tor  a  few  more  have  been  left  outside.  Some 
applications  for  admission  had  to  be  refused." 
He  also  says,  "the  five-yen,  the  first  graduates' 
gift  to  the  Day  Nursery  at  Matsubara,  was 
used  for  the  purchase  of  shrubbery  to  beau- 
tify the  grounds". 

A  still  more  recent  letter  says,  " — the  Holy 
Guidance  has  been  steadily  working  miracles 
in  the  hearts  of  people  at  our  three  work 
centers.  It  may  have  been  the  power  of  your 
prayers  for  us;  the  Day  Nursery  at  Matsu- 
bara is  a  Hope  and  a  Light  to  the  mothers 
who  heartily  trust  Mrs.  Shoji;  Sunday  School 


has  been  held  very  regularly,  not  being  closed 
on  Primary  school  vacations  except  in  the  few 
weeks  last  year  end  and  this  New  Year.  From 
30  to  40  children  come  to  Sunday  School  to 
worship  God  with  us.  Some  say  they  cannot 
come  for  their  non-religious  schoolmates 
tease  them  at  school  for  their  being  faithful. 
We  have  yet  such  difficulties  here.  But  it  was 
worse  before  as  you  know.  The  greater  hin- 
drance, the  greater  need  for  evangelization." 

Let  us  rejoice  over  even  so  little  a  begin- 
ning, but  let  us  remember  the  Parable  of  the 
Mustard  Seed. 

Frank  L.  Fesperman. 

July  12,  1940. 


Extracts  from  "Japan  JournaP 

By  Mrs.  Alfred  Ankeney,  Sendai,  Japan 


May  5,  1940. 

Yesterday  evening  a  girl  who  had  com- 
pleted a  post-graduate  course  in  piano  at 
Miyagi  College  gave  her  graduating  recital. 
It  was  most  skilfully  rendered  and  in  addi- 
tion there  was  a  very  definite  appeal  to  the 
eye.  I  can't  imagine  anything  lovelier  than 
a  graceful  Japanese  girl  dressed  in  her  best 
silks.  Sleeves  reaching  almost  to  the  floor 
are  characteristic  of  the  "dress-up"  kimono, 
and  the  obi  (sash)  or  stiff"  brocade  is  often 
tied  in  a  "butterfly  bow." 

There  are  two  grand  pianos  on  the  stage 
at  Miyagi  College  auditorium;  one  is  in 
mahogany  finish  and  the  other  in  black. 
Simplicity  is  the  characteristic  of  the  decora- 
tions; the  colors  are  neutral  and  the  folds  of 
the  gray  draperies  and  stage  curtains  make 
an  excellent  setting  for  beautiful  dresses. 

To  one  side  of  the  piano,  an  amaryllis  in 
full  bloom  on  its  stately  stalk  gave  a  touch 
of  color  to  the  setting  at  this  girl's  recital, 
but  she  herself  was  a  more  gorgeous  flower. 
Her  dress  was  patterned  in  red  and  tied  with 
an  obi  of  gold  brocade;  as  she  played  her 
long  sleeves  swayed  gracefully. 

It  was  a  double  feast— both  for  the  ear  and 
for  the  eye. 


May  10,  1940. 

Graduates  of  North  Japan  College  and  the 
older  ones  among  the  present  students  who 
knew  Dr.  Schneder  show  an  affection  and  a 
very  kindly  consideration  for  Mrs.  Schneder. 


Many  of  them  call  her  their  "Gakuin  Mother" 
(North  Japan  College  Mother)  and  on  Mon- 
day, which  is  her  day  at  home,  there  are 
often  boys  among  her  visitors.  She  always 
takes  occasion  to  fortify  them  in  their  Chris- 
tian life  or  to  urge  them  to  seek  the  Christian 
way.  Recently  the  following  letter  came  to 
her  from  one  of  these  boys  who  is  now  in  a 
distant  city: 

My  dear  Mrs.  Schneder: 

Thank  you  for  your  kindness  in  coming  to 
the  station  to  see  me  off  when  I  left  Sendai. 
I  arrived  at  Yamaguchi  safely  and  am  now 
quite  well.    How  are  you  getting  on? 

Here  it  is  very  warm  and  the  cherry  blos- 
soms have  already  fallen. 

I  attend  the  service  of  the  church  every 
Sunday.  It  is  about  a  mile  away  from  my 
lodgings  and  it  takes  one  a  long  time  to  get 
there  on  foot. 

Every  day  I  thank  my  God  and  pray  for 
strength.  I  am  reading  the  "Daily  Strength" 
which  you  have  presented  me. 

Yours  sincerely, 

0.  Takagl 


May  16,  1940. 

Azaleas  are  in  bloom  now  and  the  iris  is 
beginning  to  peep  out.  In  our  yard  there 
are  lilacs  too,  imported  by  someone  with  a 
yearning  for  the  home  touch.  They  are 
loaded  with  blossoms  this  year  and,  together 
with  the  wistaria,  make  all  the  surroundings 
fragrant. 
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One  of  our  North  Japan  College  profes- 
sors, a  young  man  who  has  recently  returned 
from  studying  in  America,  was  admiring  our 
lilacs.  He  asked  what  the  Japanese  word  for 
lilac  was,  but  no  one  knew.  Just  then  the 
cook  came  in  and  he  turned  to  her  with  the 
question,  "Why",  she  said,  "the  name  for 
those  is  'rirac',  isn't  it?"  By  translating  the 
I's  into  the  more  easily  pronounceable  (for 
the  Japanese  tongue)  r,  lo!  a  Japanese  word 
had  been  created.  General  laughter  con- 
cluded the  discussion. 

***** 

This  spring  the  city  has  been  seething  with 
country  people.  There  is  a  fair  going  on  and 
there  are  also  some  exhibitions  and  a  circus. 
These  people  take  in  not  only  the  special 
features  but  also  sight-see  around  the  city, 
not  neglecting  numerous  trolley  rides  and 
visits  to  the  two  department  stores  in  town 
where  the  elevators  furnish  joy-rides,  too. 


Of  the  series  of  exhibitions,  one  was  from 
Italy.  It  was  held  on  the  top-floor  of  one  of 
the  stores  and  a  steady  stream  of  people 
bumped  and  squeezed  through  the  roped-off 
lanes.  One  day  I  forged  my  way  in  to  get 
a  look,  if  possible,  at  the  glories  of  Italy, 
past  and  present.  Presiding  over  it  all  was 
a  larger-than-life  size  cut-out  of  II  Duce  with 
a  terrifying  jaw. 

While  in  the  thick  of  the  crowd,  I  was 
plucked  by  the  sleeve  and  pulled  out  from 
where  I  stood  before  a  large  picture.  The 
perpetrator  of  this  little  by-play  then  stepped 
into  the  place  where  I  had  been  standing! 
This  enormously  amused  me,  for  here  was  an 
ancient  from  the  deep  country  whose  male 
authority  had  never  been  questioned.  He  was 
unashamedly  a  son  of  old  Adam  and  would 
not  have  believed  that  women  could  vote  even 
if  he  had  seen  them  doing  it! 


The  Bombing  of  Yuanling 


September  6,  1940. 

Dear  Dr.  Casselman: 

This  letter  will  make  anything  but  pleasant 
reading,  for  it  describes  the  bombing  of 
Yuanling  two  days  ago.  Nevertheless,  I  am 
sure  that  you  will  want  to  know  about  it. 

It  was  a  warm  sunny  Wednesday  afternoon 
at  about  three  o'clock.  An  air  alarm  had 
been  sounded,  but  the  planes  had  come  and 
gone  several  hours  ago,  presumably  heading 
for  Chihkiang,  also  called  Yuanchow.  Chih- 
kiang  has  an  important  airfield  and  is  the 
objective  of  many  bombings.  No  one  ex- 
pected the  planes  to  come  back  shortly  and 
bomb  Yuanling.  But  at  three  o'clock  a  heavy 
droning  was  heard  and  I  went  out  to  scan 
the  sky.  The  sun  was  very  bright,  so  I  put 
on  my  dark  glasses.  The  first  squadron  was 
already  high  overhead  when  I  first  located 
it.  It  was  composed  of  nine  glistening, 
apparently  new,  some  folks  here  say  Italian 
planes.  They  were  flying  in  formation  and 
were  heading  down  river  in  the  direction 
from  which  they  had  come,  as  though  they 
had  finished  their  work.  Then  they  began  to 
wheel  slowly  to  the  left.  Soon  I  saw  a  second 
squadron  of  nine  planes  off  to  the  right  and 
later  another  to  the  left.  Still  I  was  not  sus- 
picious until  I  saw  them  turn  to  the  left  once 
more  and  head  back  toward  the  west  end 
of  the  city.    The  droning  continued,  and  after 


a  wait  of  some  minutes  I  saw  the  first 
squadron  come  once  more  into  view.  It  had 
completely  circled  the  city  and  was  rapidly 
approaching  a  position  just  over  my  head, 
when  for  the  first  time  in  my  life  I  heard 
the  strange,  rasping,  crackling  swish  of  low- 
flying  planes  and  descending  bombs.  My 
washwoman  rushed  under  one  tree  and  my 
water-carrier  for  another,  and  I  ducked  under 
the  front  porch  and  lay  flat  on  the  ground. 
And  then  deep  thundering  thuds  were  heard, 
and  the  ground  shook. 

It  was  soon  over,  and  I  jumped  to  my  feet 
to  see  that  the  planes  had  already  passed 
overhead  and  that  any  immediate  danger 
from  them  was  past.  But  soon  the  second 
squadron  hove  into  view.  Once  more — that 
rasping,  crackling  sound,  and  I  sprawled  on 
the  ground  again.  After  the  thuds  and 
tremors  which  followed  I  saw  the  second 
squadron  move  on  toward  the  northeast.  The 
second  visitation  finished,  I  looked  around 
and  saw  huge  clouds  of  smoke  in  the  direction 
of  the  Chenteh  Girls'  School  and  the  Abound- 
ing Grace  Hospital.  But  there  was  not  much 
time  to  look  around,  for  the  third  section  of 
planes  would  soon  be  upon  us.  By  this  time 
the  two  servants  had  hidden  in  the  basement 
of  the  house,  but  fearing  that  the  house  misht 
become  the  enemy's  objective,  we  rushed  to 
the  rear  of  the  compound  and  hid  in  the 
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shrubbery  near  the  north  wall.  The  third 
section  of  planes  came  on  but  dropped  no 
bombs.  So  we  watched  the  third  squadron 
fade  away  into  the  distance. 

These  twenty-seven  planes  had  come  from 
Chihkiang  and  Senki,  for  we  have  news  today 
that  both  of  those  places  were  bombed  on 
the  same  day  with  us,  and  that  the  Missions 
there  were  badly  hit.  Had  it  not  been  that 
the  bombs  were  distributed  over  several  cities, 
the  destruction  at  Yuanling  would  have  been 
much  worse.  Even  at  that,  more  than  fifty 
bombs  were  dropped  here  and  about  six  hun- 
dred people  were  killed  or  injured.  About  a 
hundred  houses  were  destroyed. 

When  it  seemed  that  the  planes  had  defi- 
nitely gone  away,  I  went  to  the  hospital.  My 
air-raid  pass  permitted  me  to  pass  the  mili- 
tary guards.  Already  some  of  the  Huping 
boys  were  running  for  stretchers  because 
three  of  their  schoolmates  had  been  struck 
by  flying  rocks.  Other  stretchers  also  ap- 
peared, and  wounded  cases  were  already 
pouring  into  the  hospital  compound.  I  helped 
Dr.  Swen  as  well  as  I  could  in  trying  to  keep 
a  semblance  of  order  and  in  doing  little  things 
such  as  getting  boards  to  make  splints  for 
broken  limbs,  sending  stretchers  to  Chenteh 
Girls'  School  where  we  heard  that  a  number 
were  wounded.  Edouard  Taylor  appeared  on 
the  scene  too  and  helped  to  prepare  gauze 
strips.  Meanwhile  the  yard  around  Residence 
II,  in  the  hospital  compound,  filled  up  rapidly 
with  wounded  and  dying.  It  was  a  bloody, 
sickening  sight,  but  the  need  for  immediate 
action  kept  one  from  dwelling  on  it.  Limbs 
crushed  or  partly  gone,  mouths  frothing, 
heads  cut  or  partly  crushed,  eyes  bulging 
from  their  sockets,  people  groaning,  "Ai  ya! 
Ai  ya!"    It  was  awful! 

When  the  two  doctors  (Dr.  Swen  and  Dr. 
Tung)  and  the  nurses  had  the  situation  fairly 
well  in  hand,  Dr.  Swen  suggested  I  take  some 
pictures.  I  got  my  color  camera  and  took 
ten  or  more,  but  in  my  excitement  I  spoiled 
some. 

Then  I  went  to  the  Chenteh  Girls'  School 
compound,  and  there  the  destruction  was 
terrible.  The  smell  of  ripped-up  trees  and 
leaves  and  bark  was  something  I  had  not 
expected.  A  big  500  pound  bomb  had 
dropped  and  exploded  just  above  the  Girls' 
School  well.  Windows,  doors,  and  roofs  of 
both  Recitation  Hall  and  Dormitory  were 
badly  broken.  But  the  saddest  part  of  it  all 
was  that  three  of  the  Chenteh  girls  were 


buried  in  the  well  where  they  had  taken 
refuge,  not  down  in  the  water  but  on  the 
ledge  away  back  under  the  over-structure. 
Diggers  were  secured  as  quickly  as  possible 
and  they  worked  until  late  in  the  night  or 
rather  early  in  the  morning,  for  it  was  three 
o'clock  before  they  succeeded  in  extricating 
the  bodies.  The  girls  no  doubt  met  instanta- 
neous death,  but  the  thought  is  terrible  just 
the  same.  As  a  result  of  the  explosion  the 
Chenteh  buildings  were  showered  with  huge 
rocks,  many  of  which  went  through  the  roof 
and  the  attic,  a  few  to  the  main  floor,  and 
one  clear  through  to  the  basement.  On  the 
far  side  of  the  Recitation  Hall  near  the 
treasurer's  office  a  large  bomb  dug  about  ten 
feet  into  the  ground  but  did  not  explode.  If 
that  had  gone  off  the  building  would  have 
been  damaged  far  more.  Even  now  the  bomb 
is  a  source  of  potential  danger. 

As  to  the  extent  of  the  damage,  we  have 
not  secured  any  accurate  estimate.  Roofs, 
windows,  doors  and  plaster  have  suffered 
badly,  but  the  walls  and  foundations  are 
pretty  well  intact.  In  the  church  a  large 
number  of  windows  were  broken  including 
the  round  one  high  above  the  apse.  Windows 
in  Residence  III  and  IV  suffered  too,  as  did 
also  the  roofs. 

Well,  it  is  difficult  to  tell  the  story  coher- 
ently, but  I  hope  this  has  given  you  a  fairly, 
congruent  picture  of  things.  j 

After  supper  I  went  to  the  street.  There; 
large  sections  of  the  city  were  blown  up  or 
still  ablaze.  The  place  where  Dai  Sz-fu's 
tailor  shop  used  to  be  is  demolished,  and  the 
whole  section  on  both  sides  of  the  street  from: 
there  to  the  Middle  South  Gate  and  from 
Main  Street  to  River  Street  is  badly  wrecked 
or  completely  gone.  A  bomb  also  fell  in  the 
vicinity  of  where  Elder  Hsiang  Yao-ching 
used  to  live,  whose  daughter  is  now  a  nurse 
in  the  hospital,  and  snuffed  out  a  family  of 
five  at  once.  And  what  was  apparently  the 
largest  bomb  of  all  fell  near  Dragon  Head 
Well  across  the  way  from  Dzang  Yung-nien's, 
my  teacher-helper's  home.  The  crater  is  big 
enough  to  hold  a  dozen  Chinese  houses.  Mr. 
Dzang's  house  is  badly  damaged. 

The  present  bombing  of  Yuanling  has 
caused  more  deaths  and  injuries  than  the 
worst  bombing  of  a  year  ago,  because  folk 
thought  when  the  planes  had  gone  in  the 
morning  that  there  was  no  further  danger 
Many  people  had  gone  out  perfunctorily,  bul 
no  one  expected  such  a  terrific  turn  of  events, 


One  of  the  Buildings  of  Chenteh  Girls'  School  After  Recent  Bombing 

Diggers  at  Work  in  an  Endeavor  to  Rescue  Three  Girls  from  a  Well  Where  They  Had  Taken  Refuge 


September  7th.  Sz-gieh,  my  washwoman,  came 
back  from  the  street  this  evening  saying  that 
the  stench  from  dead  bodies  not  yet  excavated 
is  hardly  bearable. 

September  8th.  And  still  bodies  are  being 
excavated.  A  number  of  air-defense  caves 
collapsed  burying  a  number  of  people  alive. 
Some  of  these  people  have  been  saved.  One 
person  was  rescued  after  an  underground 
imprisonment  of  two  and  a  half  days. 

Prices  of  day  labor  have  gone  up  steeply. 
There  is  a  great  shortage  of  men.  Most  able- 
bodied  people  have  pressing  work  of  their 
own  to  do. 

September  9th.  Thirty-six  planes  visited  Yuan- 
Hng  again  today.  Some  bombs  were  dropped 
near  the  radio  broadcasting  station  and  some 
were  dropped  at  Beh  Tien  Tou  a  few  miles 
out  of  Yuanling.  There  is  a  report  that  one 
person  was  killed.  I  was  away  out  in  the 
country  among  the  hills  when  this  second 
bombing  occurred. 

Now  there  are  problems  a-plenty  on  our 
hands,  mostly  concerning  what  to  do  about 


the  Girls'  School,  about  general  repairs,  and 
about  ourselves.  But  we  are  well  and  un- 
harmed and  we  know  we  have  the  prayers  of 
the  home  church. 

September  11th.  Rev.  Dzang  Sz-hsiu  of  Luki 
(twenty  miles  southwest  of  Yuanling),  came 
in  today  and  reported  that  on  September  9th, 
on  the  same  day  that  Yuanling  was  visited, 
planes  also  dropped  bombs  at  Luki  and 
wrought  awful  destruction.  Our  chapel  is 
destroyed  and  the  greater  part  of  the  business 
center  of  Luki  is  burned  by  incendiary  bombs. 
Two  hundred  casualties  are  reported.  Our 
refugee  quarters  at  Luki  are  also  burned. 
Fortunately  all  the  refugees  had  fled  in  time. 

Such  destruction  as  this  makes  rehabilita- 
tion an  urgent  problem,  not  only  in  the  case 
of  our  work  but  also  in  the  case  of  our 
workers. 

IF  EVER  THE  WORLD  NEEDED  MIS- 
SIONS AND  MISSIONS  NEEDED  THE 
HOME  CHURCH  IT  IS  NOW! 

Most  sincerely  yours  in  Him. 

Theophills  Hilgeman. 


Please  Renew  Your  Subscription  Promptly 
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Men  and  Missions 

John  M.  G.  Darms,  Editor 


$25,000.00  for  Home  Missions 

Almost  every  man  of  mature  age  in  our 
Church  at  some  point  has  been  ministered  to 
through  one  of  the  agencies  of  Home  Mis- 
sions in  our  Church.  This  makes  every  man 
a  debtor  to  the  cause  of  Home  Missions,  now 
called  National  Missions.  We  men  might  well 
register  our  gratitude  by  contributing  liberally 
to  the  fund  for 

$25,000.00 

as  a  Thank-offering  of  Christians  in  America 
for  the  cause  of  National  Missions. 

Let  us  get  this  off  before  the  stirring 
appeals  stream  in  upon  us  to  support  war 
sufferers  in  the  world,  for  certainly  we  should 
first  make  our  own  country  safe  and  imple- 
ment the  religion  of  Christ  in  Christianizing 
America. 

There  are  many  ways  in  which  this  can  be 
done,  by  Christianizing  public  opinion,  by 
cooperating  with  all  the  welfare  agencies,  by 
supporting  strongly  republican  institutions  of 
democracy  which  have  made  our  country 
great  and  by  making  a  civic  spirit  inclusive 
of  all  races,  colors  and  people. 

But  a  real  way  would  be  to  contribute  some- 
thing definite  to  this  fund  of  $25,000.00 
which  will  not  remain  stagnant  but  will  imme- 
diately be  put  in  motion  to  create  more  Chris- 
tian people  and  Christian  sentiment  in 
America  and  in  the  world. 

Let's  all  get  in  on  it  and  take  our  share! 

Conscription 

One  of  the  objections  to  submitting  the 
matter  of  the  declaration  of  war  to  our  people 
has  been  the  statement  made  by  politicians 
that  it  would  take  too  long  to  secure  the  vote 
of  the  people  throughout  the  nation.  This 
has  been  belied  by  what  happened  in  the 
United  States  on  one  day,  October  16th,  when 
16,800,000  men  of  the  ages  of  21  to  36 
throughout  the  country  registered  for  defense 
service.  It  took  just  one  day  to  have  them 
appear  and  sign  up.  As  far  as  we  know,  to 
the  credit  of  the  youth  of  America  may  it 
be  said,  there  was  no  revolutionary  spirit 
anywhere  but  one  of  understanding  with  the 


government  for  defense  purposes.  It  would 
not  have  taken  as  long  for  them  to  vote  as 
it  did  for  them  to  register  as  a  draftee.  So 
this  argument  is  dead;  it  is  possible  to  secure 
the  judgment  of  our  nation,  the  whole  nation, 
anywhere  and  everywhere,  within  a  very  brief 
time  on  any  great  subject  that  concerns  the 
nation's  life  and  destiny. 

What  a  magnificent  spectacle  it  would  be, 
if  we  could  fix  a  day  for  Christian  conscrip- 
tion, for  the  enrollment  of  Christian  people 
in  the  United  States  of  America  for  definite, 
sacrificial  and  industrious  service  for  Christ 
and  for  the  cause  of  Christian  Missions.  The 
Roman  Catholics  had  one  day  of  enrollment 
throughout  the  United  States  for  Christian 
Missions  and  the  propagation  of  the  faith  last 
month.  Why  can  not  we  Protestants  have  the 
same?  That  would  be  a  real  Kingdom  Roll 
Call. 

As  it  is,  let  us  do  the  next  best  thing.  When 
the  Kingdom  Roll  Call  for  our  Church  and 
her  work  is  held  these  closing  weeks  of  the 
year,  let  the  men  in  the  churches  cooperate 
heartily  in  conducting  that  roll  call  and  each 
man  subscribe  personally  to  the  limit  of  his 
ability  for  the  support  of  the  Church,  his 
church  and  the  Church-at-large  in  the  crucial 
year  of  1941.  Let's  make  it  the  best  King- 
dom Roll  Call  ever! 

The  Wrong  Way 

Some  boats  from  the  Orient  are  heading 
the  wrong  way  these  days  when  they  are 
bringing  missionaries  home  from  China  and 
Japan.  What  should  happen  is  that  they  be 
headed  the  other  way  and  carry  a  load  of 
missionaries  to  the  people  who  are  hungry  for 
the  Word  of  God  and  who  at  this  time  espe- 
cially, are  appreciative  of  the  comfort  and 
fellowship  which  Christians  have  to  give  to 
them,  with  their  Father  God  and  Gospel  of 
Love. 

Civilization  will  never  advance  until  these 
boats  are  turned  the  other  way  and  we  can 
share  with  all  the  world  not  yet  knowing  or 
owning  Christ  these  precious  values  of  Chris- 
tian love  and  faith  in  Christ  Jesus. 


The  Woman's  Missionary 
Society 


Mrs.  Edwin  W.  Lentz,  Editor 


District  Synodical  Conventions 


REPORTS  of  recent  synodical  conventions 
reveal  a  marvelous  spirit  of  loyalty  to 
the  work  which  the  women  had  undertaken: 
they  furthermore  reveal  a  trained  leadership 
ready  to  enter  whole-heartedly  into  the  pro- 
motion of  Christian  service  through  the 
Women's  Guild  —  the  organization  which 
henceforth  shall  claim  their  loyalty. 
EASTERN  SYNODICAL  SOCIETY:  The 
53rd  annual  convention  was  held  in  Salem 
Church,  Doylestown,  Pa.,  the  Rev.  Charles 
Freeman,  pastor,  September  24-26,  1940.  The 
theme  "Together  in  loving  service"  was  mani- 
fest throughout  the  sessions  and  emphasized 
in  the  worship  services  with  the  topics  "God 
in  Us,"  "God  through  Us,"  and  "God  with 
Us,"  led  by  Mrs.  Stanley  Krebs,  Mrs.  E.  M. 
Hartman,  and  Mrs.  Ralph  Folk.  The  Presi- 
dent, Mrs.  F.  A.  Churchill  presided  at  the 
business  sessions.  Her  annual  message  was 
a  challenge  to  guard  well  whatever  advance- 
ment had  been  accomplished  and  press  on 
with  courage. 

The  right  atmosphere  had  been  set  at  the 
Fellowship  dinner  on  the  opening  evening  in 
the  address  of  the  Rev.  E.  G.  Homrighausen, 
Department  of  Religious  Education,  Prince- 
ton Theological  Seminary,  with  emphasis  on 
The  Church  as  it  provided  for  the  needs  of 
the  people  through  the  printing  of  the  Bible, 
thus  releasing  it  to  the  use  of  all  people; 
through  training  of  children;  and  speaking 
for  God  as  no  other  institution  can  speak. 
He  gave  a  challenging  appeal  as  he  developed 
"The  Tasks  of  the  Church"  in  witnessing  to 
the  Living  God.  The  Holy  Communion,  ad- 
ministered by  the  pastor,  assisted  by  ministers 
of  Tohickon  Classis,  concluded  the  first  day 
and  prepared  the  members  of  the  Convention 
to  carry  their  work  in  the  spirit  of  the  Con- 
vention theme,  "Together  in  loving  service." 

The  reports  of  departmental  secretaries 
gave  a  basis  for  comparisons  with  former 
years  and,  in  many  departments,  indicated 
progress.  This  was  especially  true  with  the 
Department   of   Thank    Offering,    with  its 


increase  of  $685.72  over  last  year.  Much 
interest  was  evidenced  in  the  Literature  report, 
followed  by  a  presentation  of  the  excellent 
literature  for  use  at  this  time,  by  Miss  Hinkle, 
General  Literature  Secretary.  The  Secretary 
of  Organization  and  Membership  reported  an 
increase  of  8  societies  and  125  members. 

Helpful  messages,  with  their  information 
and  inspiration  were  received  from  mission- 
aries, ministers  and  secretaries  of  our  Mission 
Boards.  Dr.  C.  E.  Schaeffer,  speaking  in  the 
interest  of  the  Board  of  National  Missions, 
gave  an  arresting  picture  of  the  much-used 
word  "crisis"  —  a  head-on  collision  of  the 
Church  and  wordly  agencies.  When  the 
Church  and  worldly  agencies  move  along  on 
parallel  lines  apparently  all  seems  well  but, 
when  the  lines  curve  to  the  meeting  point  then 
the  Church  faces  a  situation  like  today  with 
its  present  special  problem,  the  uprooting  of 
great  numbers  of  people  either  through  indus- 
trial or  military  situations.  One  single  inci- 
dent in  the  situation  is  the  fact  that  four 
hundred  ministers  will  be  conscripted  for 
military  camps  and  their  churches  will  be 
challenged  to  carry  on. 

Mrs.  Lewis  L.  Anewalt,  for  many  years 
representative  of  the  W.  M.  S.  G.  S.  on  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  presented  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  J.  Frank  Bucher  of  China,  home  on 
furlough.  Mrs.  Bucher  made  the  Thursday 
forenoon  address.  With  her  China  back- 
ground covering  more  than  20  years,  she 
carried  her  listeners  to  the  "quiet  days"  and 
on  through  many  times  of  disturbances  to  the 
present  years  of  Japanese  invasion,  when  the 
mission  compounds  are  crowded  with  refu- 
gees— people  who  have  left  homes  and  "their 
peace  gardens"  because  there  was  nothing 
else  to  do.  .  .  She  left  China  when  it  was 
in  its  black-out;  she  hopes  to  see  the  lights 
burning  and  white,  instead  of  blackened 
buildings  when  she  returns. 

The  Hungarian  branch  of  our  denomina- 
tion was  ably  represented  by  Rev.  Imre 
Kovacs,  minister  of  the  Hungarian  Reformed 
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Church,  Phoenixville,  who  spoke  briefly  on 
the  appreciation  of  the  Hungarian  people  for 
the  help  of  the  American  Church.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kovacs  enriched  the  program  with  a 
musical  interlude  in  which  Mrs.  Kovacs  gave 
several  violin  solos  and  Mr.  Kovacs  sang 
hymns  and  psalms  long  loved  by  Protestant 
Hungarians. 

Reviewing  the  convention  we  feel  that 
Wednesday  afternoon  and  evening  will  al- 
ways be  memory's  "green  spot,"  with  the 
visit  to  Font  Hill,  the  home  of  the  late  Mr. 
Mercer,  producer  and  designer  of  the  nation- 
ally famous  Moravian  tile.  This  home,  popu- 
larly known  as  "the  castle"  contains  many 
priceless  antiques — American,  European  and 
Oriental.  These  find  appropriate  setting  in 
this  replica  of  an  ancient  castle.  The  Tea 
and  Musical,  which  concluded  the  afternoon, 
gave  opportunity  for  cordiality  and  friendli- 
ness. A  musical  program  which  delighted  the 
visitors  was  given  by  members  of  the  choir 
— three  sisters,  Mrs.  Francis  Worthington, 
Mrs.  William  Mason,  Mrs.  Henry  Kline. 

At  the  evening  session,  the  Junior  choir 
presented  a  number  of  selections,  after  which 
the  address  was  made  by  Dr.  A.  V.  Cassel- 
man.  Executive  Secretary,  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions.  A  prediction  that  out  of  a  world 
crisis,  as  this  in  which  we  are  living,  will 
come  good,  was  based  on  the  unusual  oppor- 
tunities for  Christian  service  on  mission 
fields.  The  word  "crisis",  in  Chinese  sym- 
bols, is  synonomous  with  "dangerous  oppor- 
tunity". Dr.  Casselman  dwelt  particularly  on 
the  critical  time  in  Japan  where  militarism 
is  in  power  and  Missions  with  their  evangel- 
ical preaching  and  their  Christian  emphasis 
in  schools,  have  difficult  times. 

Most  of  Thursday  was  occupied  with  busi- 
ness. In  planning  the  program,  the  commit- 
tee kept  in  mind  the  loosening  of  the  business 
tension  before  the  closing  period.  It  was  at 
that  time  Mrs.  T.  J.  Gabel  led  in  the  impres- 
sive In  Memoriam  Service  for  those  of  the 
members  who  have  gone  on  .  .  . 
"Death  is  only  an  old  door 

Set  in  a  garden  wall. 

On  gentle  hinges  it  gives 

When  the  thrushes  call. 

Along  the  lintel  are  green  leaves, 

Beyond — the  light  lies  still. 

Very  willing  and  weary  feet 

Co  over  that  sill. 

There  is  nothing  there  to  trouble  any  heart — 
Nothing  to  hurt  at  all. 
Death  is  only  a  quiet  door 
In  a  garden  wall." 


Following  the  announcement  of  the  In 
Memoriam  Service,  white  chrysanthemums 
were  placed  and  the  organist  very  softly 
began  the  strains  of  "Steal  Away".  A  prayer, 
a  brief  meditation  with  the  use  of  a  familiar 
poem  and  again  the  organist  played  "Asleep 
in  Jesus"  while  the  names  of  the  members 
were  read  after  which  the  organ  chimed  the 
number  of  those  who  have  gone  on. 

Following  the  Installation  Service  for  re- 
elected officers,  led  by  Miss  Kerschner,  the 
convention  adjourned  to  re-assemble  as  guests 
of  the  G.  M.  G.  at  the  supper  meeting  in 
St.  John's  Church,  Landsdale,  the  Rev.  Alfred 
N.  Sayres,  pastor.  Guild  girls  from  many 
sections  of  the  Synod  came  for  this  Fellow- 
ship supper  in  charge  of  Miss  Idella  M. 
Godshall,  G.  M.  G.,  Secretary  of  Tohickon 
Classis,  substituting  for  Synodical  Secretary 
Mrs.  Alfred  Gould.  Members  and  guests 
numbered  460.  The  Rev.  George  A.  Creits, 
pastor  First  Church,  Easton,  made  the  address 
using  the  topic,  "United  World-Wide  Adven- 
ture." 

Thus  the  W.  M.  S.  Eastern  Synod,  with 
an  attendance  of  354  persons  from  the  thir- 
teen Classes  in  its  area  brought  to  the  history 
of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  a  chapter 
truly  titled,  "Too^ether  in  Loving  Service." 
The  Rev.  W.  Sherman  Kerschner,  D.D., 
President  of  Philadelphia  Synod,  pronounced 
the  benediction. 

(From  the  report  of  Mrs.  G.  R.  Greger.) 

MID-WEST  SYNODICALL  SOCIETY:  The 
20th  annual  convention  was  held  in  St.  John's 
Church.  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  August  27  and 
28.  Although  the  convention  marked  the  20th 
annual  meeting  we  should  not  forget  that  the 
synodical  society  is  an  unbroken  continuation 
of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  Inte- 
rior Synod,  organized  at  Forreston,  111.,  in 
1889,  which  places  it  in  the  early  svnodical 
trio— Ohio.  1887;  Eastern,  1888;  Interior, 
1889.  With  the  President,  Mrs.  H.  W.  Haber- 
kamp  presiding,  the  well  arranged  program 
of  reports  and  inspirational  addresses  opened 
with  a  worship  service,  "Stewardship  through 
Praver  and  Service"  led  bv  Mrs.  Robert  Vitz. 
The  business  sessions  required  careful  think- 
ing so  as  to  dispose  of  the  funds  held  by  the 
society  in  order  that  they  continue  to  serve 
in  some  deojree  the  purpose  for  which  they 
were  intended. 

Wednesday  afternoon  was  set  aside  to  visit 
the  Orphans'  Home.  Under  the  guidance  of 
members  of  the  staff"  the  delegates  saw  the 
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home  and  later  in  the  afternoon  listened  to 
an  enjoyable  concert  by  the  Ft.  Wayne 
Orphans'  Home  band.  The  Fellowship  lunch- 
eon and  the  Guild  banquet  provided  accept- 
ably for  the  social  intervals,  with  programs 
other  than  business.  The  Fellowship  luncheon 
featured  reminiscences,  with  Mrs.  J.  N.  Naly, 
historian,  recalling  incidents  of  the  organiza- 
tion and  other  early  meetings.  Mrs.  Naly  had 
been  Mid-West's  first  president.  The  Guild 
banquet,  with  Mrs.  W.  E.  Feller,  presiding 
and  Miss  Ruth  Heinmiller,  guest  speaker  was 
well  attended.  Mrs.  F.  W.  Leich  was  present 
throughout  the  sessions.  Her  address  was 
captioned  "A  Challenge"  and  proved  to  be 
a  definite  challenge  and  inspiration  for  the 
future.  Rev.  J.  C.  Koenig,  engaged  in  evan- 
gelistic and  educational  work  at  Parsabhader 
and  the  surrounding  area  of  Central  Prov- 
inces, India,  had  for  his  subject  ''Progress  of 
Christianity  in  India."  Although  new  as  a 
missionary  speaker  to  the  group  assembled 
for  the  synodical  convention  he  was  at  home, 
having  come  from  the  section  which  com- 
prises Mid- West.  It  so  happened  that  he  was 
born  in  the  same  state  and  the  same  year 
as  was  Interior  Synodical  Society.  Mrs. 
George  R.  Snyder,  Chen  Teh  Girls'  School, 
Yuanling,  China,  was  the  other  guest  speaker. 

In  reporting  the  meeting,  Mrs.  J.  C,  Wag- 
ner, President  Kentucky  Classical  Society 
says:  "The  final  session  of  Mid-West  Synod- 
ical Society  was  solemnly  brought  to  a  close 
by  an  impressive  Consecration  Communion 
Service  in  charge  of  the  pastors  of  Ft.  Wayne 
churches". 

NORTHWEST  SYNODICAL  SOCIETY:  The 
twentieth  birthday  of  this  organization  was 
observed  at  New  Glarus,  Wis.,  September  21 
with  79  delegates  and  13  visitors  in  attend- 
ance. Following  the  worship  service  led  by 
Mrs.  George  Herman,  Mrs.  C.  H.  Bartel 
extended  a  cordial  welcome  to  which  Miss 
Lydia  deKeyser  responded.  The  challenge 
given  by  the  President  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  for  800  members  was  almost  reached 
— 791.  An  automobile  accident  which  injured 
Rev.  Mr.  Albrecht,  prevented  Mrs.  Martin  P. 
Albrecht,  Chandrapur,  India,  from  making 
the  scheduled  address.  In  her  place,  Mrs.  0. 
D.  Cannon,  prominent  officer  of  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Society  in  the  Methodist  Church 
in  the  Milwaukee  area,  addressed  the  conven- 
tion on  matters  of  re-organization  in  the 
Methodist  Church,  similar  to  those  within  our 


own.  As  we  look  to  the  Women's  Guild — 
the  one  organization  which  shall  challenge  the 
capacity  of  every  woman  in  our  denomina- 
tion, so  the  Methodist  women  look  to  the 
Women's  Division  of  Christian  Service  to 
challenge  their  womanhood.  It  was  the  oppor- 
tunities of  the  all-inclusive  organization  of 
which  Mrs.  Cannon  spoke. 

Following  a  Re-consecration  Service,  led  by 
the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Richard  Rettig,  the 
Twentieth  Anniversary  Observances  were 
directed  by  the  first  president.  Miss  Ella 
Klumb,  and  historian,  Mrs.  Oscar  Wolters, 
who  has  served  as  an  officer  since  its  organi- 
zation. With  the  exception  of  Mrs.  Fred 
Stienneger  the  presidents  of  the  two  decades 
were  in  attendance.  Love  gifts  from  local 
societies  and  loyal  friends  were  laid  upon  the 
altar  and  consecrated  to  Kingdom  service. 
Throughout  the  convention,  like  a  golden 
thread  in  a  tapestry,  one  name  added  lustre 
to  the  achievements  of  the  society — that  of 
Miss  Ruth  Nott.  As  a  Memoriam,  the  girls' 
chorus  of  the  New  Glarus  church  sang  "Faith, 
Hope  and  Love." 

In  the  spirit  of  the  happy  Anniversary,  the 
Girls'  Missionary  Guild  had  its  supper  meet- 
ing with  synodical  secretary  Mrs.  E.  Imig, 
presiding.  An  especially  interesting  program 
number  was  the  Swiss  yodelling  by  Miss  Anna 
Luethi,  who  wore  the  picturesque  costume  of 
the  Swiss  mountain  maid.  Dr.  A.  \.  Cassel- 
man  made  the  address. 

(Reported  by  Betty  G.  Ramthun.) 

OHIO  SYNODICAL  CONVENTION:  The 
final  convention  September  24-26,  Grace 
Church,  Akron,  Ohio,  had  a  registration  of 
203  delegates  and  207  visitors.  President, 
Mrs.  M.  E.  Beck  presided  at  all  business  ses- 
sions, throughout  which  emphasis  was  given 
the  convention  theme,  "The  Church  of  the 
Living  God — A  Fellowship  of  Believers."  Mrs. 
F.  E.  Boigegrain  led  the  helpful  worship 
services.  The  welcome  expressed  by  the 
pastor's  wife,  Mrs.  0.  W.  Haulman,  had  a 
response  by  Mrs.  E.  G.  Klotz.  Among  the 
interesting  reports  of  departmental  secretar- 
ies, that  of  Thank  Offering  with  its  increase 
gave  special  cause  for  satisfaction.  The 
needs  of  Home  Missions  was  presented  h\  the 
Rev.  H.  N.  Kerst,  D.D.  Dr.  A.  V.  Cassel- 
man  gave  fresh,  detailed  information  of 
China  and  Japan,  with  a  brief  survey  of  the 
immediate  needs  of  the  Foreign  field.  Rev. 
E.  Bruce  Jacobs  emphasized  the  problems  in 
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connection  with  students — especially  that  of 
the  voung  people  in  Ohio  State  University 
with  the  need  for  closer  church  relations. 

Mrs.  Edwin  Beck,  who  left  Tiffin  the  day 
following  the  Convention  to  join  her  husband 
in  China,  gave  a  message,  full  of  hope  for 
the  future  of  Christianity  in  China.  The 
Convention's  offering  of  $56.00  for  China 
Relief  was  given  to  Mrs.  Beck  to  be  distrib- 
uted as  she  saw  the  needs  in  China.  A  per- 
sonal gift  to  Mrs.  Beck  carried  with  it  the 
love  and  friendship  of  the  women  of  Ohio 
Synodical  Society.  The  following  interests 
were  ably  presented:  Children's  Work  in  the 
Church.  Mrs.  David  Craig:  Woman's  Depart- 
ment. Ohio  Council  of  Churches,  Mrs.  Ruth 
M.  Worrell;  Heidelberg  College,  Dr.  C.  E. 
Josephson. 

An  address  "Women  in  the  Church'". 
Mrs.  Mildred  Welshimer,  Director  of  Young 
People's  Work  of  the  Disciple  Church,  created 
a  great  deal  of  interest.  The  Girls'  Mission- 
arv  Guild  dinner,  under  the  direction  of  Mrs. 
Noble  Starley,  was  a  dehghtful  fellowship. 
Miss  Haulman  was  toastmistress.  "A  World 
Fellowship  of  Believers''  was  the  title  of  the 
address  bv  Miss  Mabel  Head,  Secretary  of 
the  Y.  W.  C.  A..  Cleveland.  Ohio.  The  con- 
vention closed  with  a  deeply  spiritual  conse- 
cration service.  The  moments  which  followed 
held  memories  dear  to  each  heart  —  but  in 
those  moments  there  was  born  a  sense  of 
expectancy  and  gladness  as  hope  turned  to  the 
future,  toward  the  new^  organization.  The 
Women's  Guild. 

(Reported  by  Mrs.  N.  E.  Vitz.) 

PITTSBURGH  SYNODICAL  SOCIETY: 
The  district  with  the  distinction  of  having 
been  organized  prior  to  the  General  Synodical 
Society,  held  its  final  convention  October 
9-10,  in  Trinity  Church,  Wilkinsburg,  Pa.  The 
Convention  was  followed  immediately  by  the 
organization  of  the  Synodical  Women's  Guild. 
The  theme  "For  We  Are  God's  Fellow 
Workers"  was  used  to  develop  the  worship 
services,  "Whence  Cometh  My  Help,"  "How 
is  it  that  Ye  do  not  Understand?"  "What  is 
in  Thine  Hand?",  led  by  Mrs.  Emma  R. 
Bombard. 

Beneficiaries  for  Synodical  assets  were 
decided  as  follows:  Scholarship  Fund,  Hood 
College:  S500,  20,000  Club;  SlOO  personal 
gift  to  Catherine  B.  Pifer,  missionary  to 
japan  from  the  Synod:  SlOO  to  the  Synodical 
Women's  Guild;  the  Circulating  Library,  to 
Shannondale  Community  House. 


The  Memorial  Service  for  Mrs.  Maude  B. 
Trescher  reflected  the  love,  the  high  esteem 
and  the  sense  of  loss  felt  by  the  co-workers 
who  are  left  to  carry  forward  the  work  to 
which  she  was  devoted.  Mrs.  B.  A.  Wright 
and  Mrs.  H.  D.  Hershey,  conducting  the  ser- 
vice, were  assisted  by  friends  from  Mrs. 
Trescher 's  home  church,  Jeannette. 

The  President,  Mrs.  E.  Roy  Gorman,  having 
completed  her  first  year,  gave  a  most  inter- 
esting estimate  of  things  accomplished  and 
those  waiting  to  be  done.  Happy  fellowship 
and  fine  music  were  accompaniments  of  the 
G.M.G.  banquet  and  the  Fellowship  dinner, 
in  charge  of  Mrs.  Wm.  Hunter  and  Mrs.  Earl 
Lohr,  respectively.  A  Recognition  Service  for 
Cabinet  Members  of  the  Synodical  Society 
who  had  served  twenty-five  years  or  more  and 
for  women  of  local  societies  in  like  capacity, 
was  in  charge  of  Mrs.  M.  G.  Schucker.  Spe- 
cial guest  speakers.  Dr.  Paul  L.  Gerhard  and 
Rev.  Walter  Pugh  gave  helpful  messages: 
Dr.  Gerhard,  through  an  address,  "Christ's 
Power  Today*'  and  Rev.  Mr.  Pugh  with  the 
motion  pictures  on  our  W  ork  in  Christianizing 
America,  through  Home  Missions. 

(From  report  of  Mrs.  M.  G.  Schucker.) 

POTOMAC  SYNODICAL  SOCIETY:  The 
twenty-sixth  annual  session  was  held  at  Hood 
College,  Frederick,  Maryland,  June  17th  to 
19th.  The  opening  service  was  one  of  formal 
worship  at  which  time  the  Holy  Communion 
was  administered.  After  greetings  by  the 
Rev.  Henry  I.  Stahr,  D.D.,  President  of  Hood 
College,  the  sermon  of  the  evening  was 
delivered  by  the  Rev.  Lawrence  E.  Bair,  D.D., 
of  the  Theological  Seminary,  at  Lancaster, 
Pa.  His  subject  was,  "Laborers  Together 
with  God." 

The  business  sessions  on  Tuesday  were  in 
charge  of  the  President,  Mrs.  Paul  D.  Yoder. 
On  Wednesday,  owing  to  the  illness  of  Dr. 
Yoder,  Mrs.  Yoder  was  unable  to  be  present, 
and  the  First  Vice-President,  Miss  Mary  Hoff- 
heins,  occupied  the  chair. 

Action  was  taken  which  provided  for  plac- 
ing the  important  documents  and  past 
minutes  of  the  Potomac  Synod  and  Classes 
within  its  bounds,  with  the  Historical  Society 
in  Lancaster. 

All  officers  were  retained  with  the  exception 
of  the  Secretary  of  Literature.  Due  to  the 
resignation  of  Mrs.  Fred  Lentz.  Mrs.  James 
Moyer,  Mercersburg,  was  elected  to  take  her 
place. 

(Continued  on  Page  325) 
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Among  the  Workers 


FOR  many  years  Mrs.  Harry  W.  Funk  of 
Phoenixville,  Pa.,  has  been  an  active 
worker  in  the  Philadelphia  Classical  Society. 
This  year  her  leadership  in  the  Departmental 
Conference  on  Stewardship  was  fraught  with 
an  experience  beyond  other  years.  Within  it 
lay  the  willing  giving  of  her  daughter  Cath- 
erine L.  Funk,  K.N.,  to  serve  in  China. 

w         w         -S         w  * 

Among  echoes  of  the  special  preparations 
to  embellish  the  program  for  the  October 
meeting  of  the  W.  M.  S.  and  the  G.  M.  S. 
on  ''Our  Church  Anniversaries"  are  those 
from  First  Church,  Spring  City,  the  ReV: 
Raymond  E.  Wilhelm,  pastor.  With  costum- 
ing, tableau  and  hymns  the  program  was 
made  one  of  the  year's  happy  events. 

At  this  writing  the  Missionary  Educational 
Institutes  are  fully  under  way.  Mrs.  W.  F. 
Leich  began  visiting  societies  and  conducting 
Institutes  in  Mid-West  Synod  with  Cheney, 
Wichita,  Abilene,  Kansas  City,  through  sec- 
tions of  Nebraska,  Iowa,  with  a  considerable 
number  of  engagements  in  Wisconsin  and 
Illinois;  Mrs.  Charles  D.  Rockel's  itinerary 
embraces  West  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Tennes- 
see, North  Carolina;  Miss  Heinmiller  is  in 
Ohio;  Miss  Hinkle,  Western  Pennsylvania, 
New  York,  Maryland;  Miss  Kerschner  has 
accepted  a  full  schedule  in  Eastern  Pennsyl- 
vania. Missionaries  who  give  addresses  in- 
clude Rev.  Paul  L.  Gerhard,  Pd.D.,  Japan; 
Mrs.  Sterling  Whitener,  China;  Missionary 


Ben  Stucki,  American  Indians;  Rev.  Loran 
W.  Veith,  Pleasant  Valley  Mission,  Dayton, 
Ohio;  Mrs.  W.  F.  McDonnell,  Biloxi,  Miss., 
worker  among  the  oyster  and  shrimp  cannery 
folk;  Rev.  Imre  Kovacs,  Minister  of  the 
Hungarian  Church,  Phoenixville,  Pa. 

*        -!!■         a  -Sf 

An  enthusiastic  account  of  the  meeting  of 
the  Stewardship  Committee  at  Columbus, 
Ohio,  comes  to  us  from  our  General  Secre- 
tary, Mrs.  V.  E.  Walenta  with  word  that  THE 
STEWARDSHIP  YEAR  HAS  BEEN  EX- 
TENDED TO  MARCH  16,  1941,  and  will 
reach  its  climax  with  an  enrollment  in  the 
"Fellowship  of  Christian  Stewards."  The 
general  theme  of  the  essay  and  poster  contest 
will  be  "The  Development  of  Christian  Per- 
sonality through  Stewardship." 

^         ^  it 

The  Rally  Day  bulletin  of  Faith  Church, 
Baltimore,  Md.,  the  Rev.  Frank  A.  Rosen- 
berger,  pastor,  contained  a  double  page  insert 
with  the  caption  "Why  Send  them  Away".  He 
used  seven  good  reasons  for  giving  oppor- 
tunities to  members  of  the  Church  School  to 
attend  Missionary  Conferences  and  Church 
Camps.  Rally  Day  also  featured  reports  of  the 
young  people  who  had  enjoyed  such  oppor- 
tunities at  Hood  College  Missionary  Confer- 
ence, Camp  Mensch  Mill  and  Fannetsburg. 
Rev.  Mr.  Rosenberger  was  the  1940  Chaplain 
at  Hood  College  and  Ursinus  College  Mis- 
sionary Conferences. 


The  Prayer  for  December 

Last  in  the  1940  Prayer  Calendar 


WITH  reluctance  we  turn  the  final  page 
in  the  Calendar  which  held  inspiration 
'and  help — a  feeling  like  that  of  saying  fare- 
well to  the  missionaries  as  they  leave  us  to 
return  to  their  fields  of  service.    That  thought 
lis  upon  us  as  we  seem  to  hear  the  voice  of 
the  writer  as  she  would,  pray  the  prayer  we 
have  before  us.    Many  of  us  had  the  good 
[fortune  to  associate  with  Miss  Hansen  and 
jto  hear  her  marvelously  fine  interpretations 
of  the  fruits  of  Christianity  in  Japan.  She 
has  lived  long  enough  in  Japan  to  speak  from 
experience  and  observation  and  a  deep  sym- 


pathy. Her  interesting  furlough  closed  late 
in  August  as  she  and  Miss  Eleanor  F.  Porter, 
who  will  be  associated  in  the  Department  of 
Music  with  Miss  Hansen,  sailed  from  San 
Francisco  on  the  Nitta  Maru.  Miss  Lydia 
Lindsey,  co-worker  with  Miss  Hansen  through 
the  years  in  Japan,  had  left  on  an  earlier  boat 
for  a  visit  in  Honolulu.  From  Honolulu  the 
three  made  the  journey  together. 

Kate  I.  Hansen,  Mus.  D.,  is  in  charge  of 
the  Department  of  Music,  Miyagi  College, 
Sendai,  Japan. 
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Friends  of  Africa 

Sketch  I — Thomas  Jesse  Jones 


AFRICA,  a  new  mission  field  for  our 
denomination,  loomed  as  a  certainty  a 
short  time  ago.  Now  we  are  too  occupied 
with  the  European  war  and  the  Japanese 
invasion  of  China  to  make  many  inquiries 
about  it.  I  know  however  that  people  are 
thinking  about  it  and  saying  to  them- 
selves "What  about  the  NEW  AFRICAN 
CHURCHES?"  (the  Ewe  congregations  are 
those  in  which  we  have  special  interest). 
We  heard  much  of  their  needs  immediately 
after  the  Madras  Missionary  Conference. 
Surely  all  financial  help  from  Germany,  Eng- 
land and  France  has  been  stopped!  Then, 
to  add  to  our  mild  anxieties  over  these 
stranded  churches  comes  news  of  the  myster- 
ious British  attack  on  Dakar,  the  capitol  of 
French  West  Africa — the  big  strip  of  country 
north  of  The  Gold  Coast  where  the  Ewe 
churches  are  located  in  Togoland  and  we  ask 
— "Why  the  attack  on  Dakar?  Will  the  west 
coast  of  Africa  be  disturbed  again  by  the 
warring  mother  countries? — We  hope  such  a 
misfortune  may  not  befall  west  coast  Africans. 
Their  country  has  become  a  wonder-land  of 
the  century  for  its  people  are  awakened:  they 
are  changing  a  'dark  continent'  into  a  con- 
tinent of  opportunity."  These  people  need 
years  of  peace  and  Christian  friends.  They 
have  had  many  friends.  From  those  who  have 
served  Africa  best  we  have  selected  three 
whom  we  count  as  being  responsible  for  much 
of  the  recent  progress  —  an  American  edu- 
cator, a  one-time  missionary,  a  native  son  .  .  . 
Thomas  Jesse  Jones,  Emory  Ross,  Kwegyir 
Aggrey.  Our  purpose  is  to  write  briefly  of 
these  "Friends  of  Africa",  beginning  in  this 
issue  with  Dr.  Jones. 

In  some  quarters  it  will  seem  impossible 
that  the  names  of  the  above  are  not  well 
known  but  it  is  a  fact  that  many  people, 
interested  in  international  affairs,  read  little 
of  Africa,  the  people  of  Africa,  and  the  men 
and  women  who  have  helped  Africa  find  her- 
self. While  as  a  church  we  are  waitin«;  our 
opportunity  to  send  missionaries  to  Africa, 
we  may  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that 
seed  of  self-help  has  been  planted  by  the 
"Friends  of  Africa";  that  it  is  bearing  fruit 
— it  mav  be  the  fruit  on  the  wild  vine  which, 
for  perfection,  needs  the  grafting  from  the 


branch  which  has  lived  by  its  Christian 
opportunities.    This  is  what  we  hope  to  give. 

In  1937,  Dr.  R.  A.  Roy  of  the  Phelps- 
Stokes  Fund  wrote:  "The  Dark  Continent  of 
Africa — the  Continent  of  Great  Misunder- 
standings— has  through  the  publication  of 
Dr.  Jones'  reports  in  1922  and  1925  on  Edu- 
cation in  Africa,  become  the  Continent  of 
Great  Opportunities  and  Great  Responsibili- 
ties." In  the  light  of  the  statement  we  turn 
back  to  1911  when  the  Phelps-Stokes  Fund 
was  created  by  the  will  of  Miss  Carohne 
Phelps-Stokes,  whose  practical  philanthropy 
has  provided  educational  opportunities  for 
Negroes  in  the  United  States  and  Africa  and 
for  the  American  Indian.  Dr.  Jones,  the  first 
director  of  this  Fund,  has  given  twenty-eight 
years  to  the  work.  He  spent  several  years 
visiting  the  schools  of  Africa  —  all  sorts  of 
schools  in  practically  every  part  of  the  con- 
tinent. Always  Dr.  Jones  was  accompanied 
by  people  who  knew  the  country  in  which  he 
traveled  .  .  .  among  these  fellow-travelers  in 
many  sections  of  the  journey  were  Dr.  Emory 
Ross  and  Aggrey,  Africa's  outstanding  son 
whose  untimely  death  was  a  severe  blow  to 
its  educational  life.  (Dr.  Ross  will  be  the 
subject  of  the  December  sketch,  Aggrey  of 
the  one  in  January.)  The  influence  which 
Dr.  Jones  has  exerted  in  bringing  new  ideals 
to  "Education  for  Life"  in  Africa  has  come 
from  his  own  deep  spiritual  outlook.  We 
may  more  fully  understand  his  helpfulness  by 
a  glimpse  at  some  of  the  things  which  helped 
to  shape  his  life. 

In  the  introduction  to  his  book  "Essentials 
of  Civilization"  Dr.  Jones  writes:  "It  was  in 
July,  1884,  that  my  family  sailed  into  the 
beautiful  New  York  harbor  and  felt  the  first 
thrill  of  America.  We  had  come  from  the 
fields,  the  villages,  and  the  mountains  of 
North  Wales.  We  were  seeking  the  American 
Paradise  of  which  we  had  heard  from  aunts 
and  uncles  who  began  entering  America  in 
1850."  Dr.  Jones,  eleven  years  of  age,  speak- 
ing only  the  Welsh  language,  was  one  of  four 
children  who  came  with  his  widowed  mother 
to  America.  His  boyhood  was  spent  in  an 
Ohio  town  of  coal  miners  and  iron  workers, 
where  through  grievances  of  the  workers  he 
learned  the  deep  resentment  against  the  cap- 
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italist.  It  would  be  interesting  to  follow  him 
in  college,  and  his  later  educational  adven- 
tures but  space  does  not  permit  and  this  part 
of  his  life  may  be  sensed  through  a  letter 
from  Anson  Phelps-Stokes  in  which  Mr. 
Stokes  gives  reasons  for  calling  Dr.  Jones  to 
direct  the  Phelps-Stokes  Fund.  "What  led  us 
to  decide  on  you  was  —  the  fact  that  your 
early  education  in  an  Ohio  public  school, 
your  college  training  in  a  fine  southern  insti- 
tution— Washington  and  Lee,  your  connection 
with  Hampton,  your  work  for  the  Federal 
Government  in  charge  of  Negro  statistics, 
your  training  in  sociology  at  Columbia,  your 
earlier  training  for  the  ministry  at  Union 
Seminary,  your  Welsh  background  —  these 
seemed  to  fit  you  for  the  work  which  was  to 
be  mainly  Negro  education  and  improvement 
of  Race  Relations." 

Two  brief  quotations  may  suffice  to  show 
the  high  value  placed  upon  Dr.  Jones'  recom- 
mendations for  Education  in  Africa.  These 
come  from  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  and  from  the  Governor  of  Eng- 
lish Gold  Coast.    "Recently  we  have  had  a 

(  Continued 

The  worship  services  both  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  were  in  charge  of  Mrs.  J.  A. 
Kleinginna,  Hanover,  a  former  missionary  to 
Baghdad.  Mrs.  H.  S.  Fox  consecrated  the 
offerings  at  all  sessions. 

The  memorial  service  was  impressive  and 
ably  conducted  by  Mrs.  Samuel  Basehore. 

Special  music  was  furnished  by  Mrs. 
George  Dodrer,  Miss  Pauline  Holer,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C;  Mrs.  Charles  Swartzbaugh,  Balti- 
more; Miss  Octavia  J.  Havemeier,  Frederick. 
Miss  Mary  Hoffheins  and  Mrs.  James  Moyer 
presided  at  the  organ  during  the  sessions. 

Of  special  interest  to  the  assembly  was  the 
presence  of  Mrs.  George  Snyder  of  the  Mis- 
sion Field  in  China.  She  brought  a  vivid 
picture  of  conditions  induced  by  the  invasion 
of  China,  and  instilled  in  every  listener  the 
necessity  of  redoubling  our  interests  there  in 
order  to  reinforce  the  hold  of  Christianity 
and  its  comforting  influence  upon  these  suf- 
fering people. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  Mrs.  Leslie  Swain,  of 
Providence,  R.  L,  Home  Base  Vice-President 
of  the  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Society, 
addressed  the  large  audience  of  delegates  and 
visitors.  Mrs.  Swain  is  a  woman  of  magnetic 
personality  and  vast  experience  through  con- 
tact and  travel  in  the  foreign  fields  of  service. 


conference  with  Dr.  Jones — we  want  to  find 
the  best  and  most  helpful  type  of  education 
that  we  can  give  to  the  Africans,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  light  to  New  Africa"  and,  "In 
winding  up  my  remarks  on  education  I  must 
state  my  conviction  that  one  of  the  most 
important  events  that  has  occurred  in  the 
history  of  the  progress  of  African  peoples 
is  the  publication  of  the  REPORT  OF  THE 
AFRICAN  EDUCATION  COMMISSION, 
which  recently  visited  this  country  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Phelps-Stokes  Fund.  Honor- 
able members  who  discussed  education  with 
Dr.  Jones,  Prof.  Aggrey  and  others  will 
remember  the  deep  impression  made  by  their 
earnestness  and  wide  views.  For  Africa  it  is 
the  book  of  the  century,  a  combination  of 
sound  idealism  and  good  common  sense." 
Education  in  Africa  is  dated  as  before  Dr. 
Jones'  visit  and  after  Dr.  Jones'  visit. 

THIS  IS  THE  LEAVEN  WHICH  IS 
HOLDING  AFRICA  UNTIL  HELP  COMES 
IN  LARGER  MEASURE. 

F.  R.  L. 

'rom  Page  322) 

She  chose  as  her  subject,  "I  Live  in  the 
World,"  and  she  brought  a  charming  and  sin- 
cere message  of  responsibility  which  reaches 
far  beyond  the  bounds  of  home,  city,  state, 
nation,  hemisphere  —  we,  too,  "live  in  the 
world." 

Due  to  the  illness  of  Mrs.  Frank  Bostian. 
Secretary  of  Girls'  Missionary  Guilds,  the 
Girls'  program  was  in  charge  of  Miss  Mary 
J.  Rensch.  Miss  Greta  Hinkle  was  the 
speaker,  and  gave  the  young  people  inspira- 
tion and  guidance  in  their  plan  of  work  and 
study. 

These  sessions  were  well  attended,  and  were 
exceedingly  interesting  as  well  as  important, 
as  this  marked  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  the  Potomac 
Synod.  Synods  of  the  Women's  Guilds  will 
be  organized  for  the  future,  but  the  blessings 
gained  through  the  previous  years  of  asso- 
ciation will  always  continue  to  inspire  those 
who  have  worked  together. 

Dr.  Henry  I.  Stahr  closed  the  meeting  with 
a  brief  but  most  appropriate  message.  Ad- 
journment followed  a  friendship  circle,  repi- 
tition  of  the  Lord's  Prayer,  and  benediction 
by  Dr.  Stahr. 

(Reported  by  Mrs.  B.  W.  Stouehraher.) 
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Momentum  for  the  Meeting 
Materials  and  Methods 

Carrie  M.  Kerschner 

THE  charming  painting  of  the  Madonna 
and  her  Holy  Child,  by  the  Chinese  Chris- 
tian artist  Luke  Chen,  has  been  reproduced 
in  color  as  a  Christmas  card  by  the  Church 
Committee  for  China  Relief. 

The  coloring  of  the  card  is  delicate  and 
provides  a  unique  way  of  remembering  one's 
friends  at  Christmas.  The  proceeds  from  the 
sale  of  these  cards  will  go  to  relief  work  in 
China. 

The  cards  are  sold  at  $1.00  a  dozen.  The 
Committee  asks  the  cooperation  of  all  to  sell 
the  cards  without  commission,  in  order  that 
all  the  proceeds  above  the  actual  cost  of  pro- 
duction and  distribution  may  go  to  China  for 
relief.  Send  payment  for  a  dozen  or  as  many 
more  as  you  can  use  to  the  Church  Commit- 
tee for  China  Relief,  105  E.  22nd  St.,  New 
York  City,  N.  Y. 

Madame  Chiang  Kai  Shek  is  the  author  of 
a  book  published  recently  entitled,  "This  Is 
My  China".  The  book  has  been  called  "a 
series  of  etchings  sharply  outlining  the 
vibrant,  advancing,  inspiring  spirit  of  the 
New  China,  not  defeated  and  undefeatable." 
Anyone  who  is  planning  to  lead  a  course  on 
China  should  read  this  book  which  will  not 
only  add  valuable  resource  material  but  will 
create  a  greater  desire  to  encourage  in  every 
possible  way  the  indomitable  will  of  the 
Chinese  to  carry  on.  The  author's  royalties 
are  to  be  devoted  to  China  Relief.  Either 
Depository  will  supply  the  book,  which  is  a 
Harper  product,  selling  at  S3. 00. 

The  Church  Committee  for  China  Relief 
has  two  new  leaflets  for  free  distribution.  One 
is  entitled  "A  Boy,  A  Bicycle,  $1500  for 
Relief".  The  other  one  is  "Answers  to  Your 
Questions  About  China  Relief".  They  are 
free  from  the  Church  Committee  for  China 
Relief,  address  above,  and  available  in  quan- 
tity for  distribution  when  the  appeal  for 
China  Relief  is  to  be  made.  They  will  sup- 
plement the  leaflet  in  the  Program  Packet. 
Page  5  of  "Your  Gifts",  also  in  Program 
Packet,  mentions  the  fact  that  the  Thank 
Offering  contains  $1,515  assigned  to  China 
Relief. 

Speaking  of  China  is  a  reminder  of  the 
fact  that  the  Leader's  Guide  containing  study 
and  program  suggestions  based  on  the  Adult 
Books  on  China  is  now  off  the  press.  Mrs. 


Silverthorn  has  given  leaders  invaluable  sug- 
gestions out  of  her  storehouse  of  wide  expe- 
rience as  a  mission  study  class  leader.  The 
Guide  has  64  pages  and  sells  for  25c. 

The  Thank  Offering  Service  is  entitled  "In 
Grateful  Devotion".  It  is  a  brief  service  of 
worship  indicating  the  place  for  the  use  of 
a  dramatization  or  stereoptican  pictures.  The 
Thank  Offering  Lecture  and  slides  so  popular 
each  year  are  again  being  reserved.  Several 
dates  in  November  and  December  are  still 
open.  Make  your  reservations  from  either 
Depository  early.  $2.00  for  rental  and  return 
carriage  charges. 

"It's  Happiness,  Harriet!",  a  short  Thank 
Offering  play  for  girls,  sells  for  5c  per  copy. 
The  Thank  Offering  Play  for  the  women  is 
"Now  Thank  We  All  Our  God"— 10c  per 
copy,  3  for  25c. 

Thank  Offering  Boxes — again  we  mention 
these — every  group  should  have  new  ones  for 
distribution  at  or  immediately  after  the 
ingathering  in  November.  The  women  and 
girls  are  using  the  same  box  and  Red  Letter 
Date  Calendar  which  accompanies  the  same 
(none  available  unless  boxes  are  purchased). 
Our  women  have  never  grown  weary  of  using 
these  little  boxes  in  which,  in  a  spirit  of 
cheerful  giving,  they  have  deposited  their 
expressions  of  gratitude  for  daily  blessings. 
The  boxes  to  be  used  during  1941  will  con- 
tain the  thirtieth  thank  offering!  Boxes  with 
Calendars  are  Ic  each.  Boxes  for  boys  and 
girls  are  also  Ic  each. 

Prayer  Calendars!  Prayer  Calendars!  They 
can  be  seen  in  every  nook  and  corner  of  the 
Depositories!  The  theme  is  "Looking  Unto 
Christ"  with  the  Christ  the  central  and  out- 
standing figure.  15c  a  single  copy,  $1.50  per 
dozen  in  lots  of  a  dozen  or  more.  Please  send 
payment  with  orders,  if  at  all  possible. 

The  supply  of  "Fellowship  in  Chirst"  leaf- 
lets is  exhausted.  If  the  Every  Woman 
Visitation  is  made  we  would  suggest  the 
distribution  of  "Stewardship  Begins  in  Child- 
hood" for  families  where  there  are  children, 
5c  each  when  purchased  at  meetings,  10c  by 
mail,  50c  a  dozen.  Also  suggest  the  use  of 
the  book  "Two  Minutes  with  God"  for  family 
devotions,  $1.50.  For  adult  family  ahar  use 
mention  the  reading  of  the  Bible  books  named 
on  the  Bible  Book-A-Month  Circle  Bookmark 
and  leave  as  many  bookmarks  as  are  desired. 
In  quantities  of  50  or  more  they  are  Ic  each. 
In  lessor  quantities  they  are  2c  each.  15c  per 
dozen. 


1940] 


The  Woman's  M  ssionary  Society 


In  Current  Calendar  Comments  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  Literature  is  called 
to  the  following  books  for  Reading  With  a 
Purpose.  Prices  are  given:  for  October,  "At 
Home  on  the  Road",  a  pictorial  pamphlet, 
10c;  "Frontiers  of  American  Life"  and 
"Women  in  a  Changing  World",  25c  each; 
"Move  On,  Youth!",  60c  paper,  $1  cloth; 
"Peasant  Pioneers",  15c.  During  November: 
The  Outlook  of  Missions,  $1  per  year; 
The  Messenger,  $2  per  year;  "Uprooted 
Americans",  60c;  "They  Did  Something 
About  It",  Sl.25;  "They  Worked  for  a  Better 
World",  60c;  "All  in  The  Day's  Work",  (3 
units)  Hfe  of  Ida  Tarbell,  $3.50;  "The  Hori- 
zons of  Stewardship",  $1.25;  "Money  Talks", 
25c;  "Income,  Outgo  and  the  Kingdom  of 
God",  25c;  "Save  Money",  $1;  "Modern 
Money  Methods",  $1. 

We  might  refresh  our  minds  about  Jap- 
anese Village  Life  by  reading  "A  Daughter 
of  the  Nohfu",  by  Sugimoto,  $2.50.  A  very 
lovely  gift  book. 

For  December  reading  and  gift  purposes 
we  suggest  "Christmas",  $1;  "Yuletide  In 
Many  Lands",  1940  edition,  25c;  "The  Sister 
of  the  Angels",  $1.50;  "Goodby  Mr.  Chips", 
75c;  "Star  of  Hope",  $2;  "Christian  Symbols 
in  a  World  Community"  (beautiful  gift!), 
$2;  "Getting  and  Spending",  60c;  "The  Song 
of  the  Valley",  $2;  "Women  and  Leadership", 
$1.25;  "So  Many  Pathways",  $1.25. 

The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  Deposi- 
tories and  the  office  of  the  Evangelical 
Women's  Union,  1720  Chouteau  Ave.,  St. 
Louis,  Missouri,  are  the  distributing  agencies 


for  the  material  issued  by  the  Women's  Guild. 
The  Twelve  Programs  Packet  contains  brief 
worship  and  educational  programs  for  meet- 
ings of  Ladies'  Aids  and  societies  other  than 
missionary.  The  programs  are  attractively 
enveloped  in  four  folders.  The  Packet  sells 
for  50c. 

For  the  December  meeting  —  additional 
copies  of  the  play  in  one  act,  "The  Word  for 
Christmas"  should  be  ordered  at  once.  There 
are  seven  characters.  Copies  of  the  play  are 
priced  at  10c  each,  4  for  25c.  Shop  early 
and  if  you  reside  in  the  area  of  the  Eastern 
Depository  order  from  the  Woman's  Mission- 
ary Society,  416  Schaff  Bldg.,  1505  Race  St., 
Philadelphia,  Pa.  Those  residing  in  the  area 
of  the  Western  Depository  order  from  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Society,  2969  West  25th 
St.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


Christian  Women  in  Action 

We  are  happy  to  announce  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Society  which  was  organized  in 
St.  John's  Church,  Holgate,  Ohio,  on  March 
14,  1940.  Mrs.  Nora  Dettmer,  R.  R.  1, 
Malinta,  Ohio,  is  the  President  of  this  new 
organization  and  Mrs.  Esther  Franz,  R.  R.  3, 
Napoleon,  Ohio,  is  the  Treasurer.  They 
report  a  charter  membership  of  15  women. 
We  trust  these  women  will  find  enjoyment  and 
satisfaction  in  their  new  Society. 

Carrie  M.  Kerschner. 


To  All  Women's  Organizations  of  the 
Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church 


The  Women's  Guild  of  the  Evangelical  and 
Reformed  Church,  through  its  Administrative 
Committee,  appeals  to  all  women's  organiza- 
tions to  cooperate  to  the  fullest  extent  in  the 
effort  of  our  Church  to  raise  $100,000  for 
Emergency  War  Relief.  All  contributions  are 
to  be  credited  to  the  local  congregation  and 
sent  directly  to  the  Church  Treasurer,  Mr.  F. 
A.  Keck,  1720  Chouteau  Avenue,  St.  Louis, 
Missouri. 


The  Women's  Guild  further  urges  that 
women  cooperate  with  existing  agencies  in  the 
Church  or  the  community  by  sewing,  knitting, 
or  giving  whatever  service  may  be  requested. 

WOMEN'S  GUILD, 

Administrative  Committee, 

Hildegarde  Alice  Leich.  President, 
Irma  T.  Halfter,  Secretary. 


Give  The  Outlook  of  Missions  to  a  Friend  This  Christmas 


^j^N^        An  attractive  card  with  your  name  and  greetings  will  be  sent  to  reach  your  ^^x^x 
friend  a  few  days  before  Christmas. 


32^ 


The  Outlook  of  Missions 
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Girls'  Missionary  Guild 

Ruth  Heinmiller,  Secretary 


NEWS  comes  from  many  Guilds  that  they 
have  been  at  work  laying  their  plans 
for  the  year.  Gratified  were  we  to  receive 
the  year's  program  from  First  Church,  Akron. 
Each  month's  program  is  written  on  a  dif- 
ferent colored  piece  of  paper  about  an  inch 
and  a  half  by  four  inches.  These  are  all 
fastened  together  at  the  lower  left  corner  and 
when  spread  out  form  a  fan.  It  is  most 
attractive. 

One  of  the  girls  of  this  Guild  wrote  that 
they  had  a  successful  Cabinet  meeting  with 
every  officer  and  departmental  secretary, 
except  one,  present.  A  great  deal  was  ac- 
complished in  the  way  of  planning  programs, 
choosing  leaders  and  "Golden  Deeds." 

One  of  the  important  events  of  the  com- 
ing year  for  this  Guild  is  to  dedicate  a  cross 
in  the  memory  of  Florence  Firich,  the  faith- 
ful counsellor  of  this  Guild,  who  passed  away 
several  years  ago. 

For  the  next  meeting  the  girls  plan  to 
invite  the  boys  as  guests  and  to  share  with 


them  some  of  the  inspiration  and  information 
of  a  Guild  meeting. 

*      *      •:s-      -;5-  -» 

Your  General  Secretary  of  Girls'  Mission- 
ary Guild  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity 
of  expressing  to  the  Guild  girls  of  Mid-West 
Synod  her  very  deep  appreciation  for  the 
handsome  suitcase  presented  her  at  the  final 
Synodical  Girls'  Missionary  Guild  banquet. 
This  expression  of  love  and  thoughtfulness 
will  carry  Avith  it  happy  memories  of  those 
early  Guild  days  in  Mid-West  Synod,  your 
Secretary's  home  Synod. 

-:5-  -Sr      *  * 

For  the  Guild  girls  of  Intermediate  age  or 
in  junior  high  school:  Instead  of  the  books 
suggested  in  the  program  booklet  perhaps 
you  would  prefer  to  use  "Why  Do  People 
Move?",  price  25c  for  the  home  mission 
study  book  and  "If  You  Were  in  China", 
price  25c.  There  is  a  Leader's  Guide  for 
each  of  these  books,  10c  each. 


Mission  Band 


ALTHOUGH  there  have  been  Mission 
Bands  for  more  than  twenty-five  years 
there  are  few  churches  that  have  had  a  Mis- 
sion Band  continuously  for  that  length  of 
time.  Honor  goes  to  Christ  Church,  Latrobe, 
Pa.,  for  being  able  to  observe  the  twenty-fifth 
anniversary  of  the  Mission  Band  in  their 
church. 

On  the  evening  of  September  27th  an  anni- 
versary service  in  honor  of  the  occasion  was 
held  in  the  church  auditorium.  Miss  Evelyn 
Furry,  who  has  faithfully  led  the  Mission 
Band  for  the  past  fourteen  years,  presided 
at  the  service.  The  worship  service  was  con- 
ducted by  Mrs.  B.  A.  Wright,  president  of  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  Westmore- 
land Classis  and  a  member  of  Christ  Church. 
Mrs.  Wright's  son,  daughter-in-law  and  grand- 
son also  participated  in  the  service. 

Greetings  and  felicitations  were  extended 
by  the  pastor.  Rev.  H.  W.  Black  and  Mrs. 


B.  A.  Wright.  A  letter  of  greeting  from  the 
organizer  of  the  band,  Mrs.  Paul  J.  Dundore, 
of  Greenville,  Pa.,  was  read. 

Miss  Ruth  Heinmiller,  General  Secretary 
of  the  Mission  Band,  brought  the  message, 
speaking  especially  to  the  children  who  are 
in  the  present  Mission  Band. 

The  off^ering  for  the  evening  was  used  for 
work  in  the  Ozarks. 

During  the  twenty-five  years  of  organiza- 
tion the  Mission  Band  has  had  the  following 
leaders:  Mrs.  P.  J.  Dundore,  Mrs.  Paul  C. 
Dundore,  Miss  Florence  Sazman,  Mrs.  B.  A. 
Wright,  Miss  Sue  Will  and  Miss  Evelyn  Furry. 

The  value  and  influence  of  these  years  of 
service  in  Mission  Band  can  never  be 
measured  but  many  children  have  had  the 
opportunity  to  receive  missionary  education. 
To  share  Christ  has  been  the  privilege  of 
those  children  who  have  grasped  the  oppor- 
tunity. 


MISSIONARY  GIFTS  THAT  PAY 

By  an  Annuity  Agreement  with  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  your  missionary 
gift  will  provide  you  an  income  as  long  as  you  live.  You  will  have  the  double  joy 
of  knowing  that  you  have  a  sure  income  for  life  and  that  your  money  is  permanently 
invested  in  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

Give  While  You  Live 

An  Annuity  Agreement  is  better  than  a  will.  In  the  settlement  of  estates  there 
are  frequent  uncertainties,  often  litigation  and  always  delay  in  payment.  No  matter 
how  carefully  provision  is  made  by  will  for  future  gifts,  the  purpose  of  the  testator 
is  often  defeated.  One  year  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  lost  $16,000.00  which 
consecrated  members  of  the  Reformed  Church  decided  to  give  to  the  extension  of 
their  Master's  Kingdom.  It  was  used  up  and  dissipated  in  delays,  fees,  taxes  and 
selfish  litigation.  The  Church  got  none  of  it.  Be  your  own  executor  by  making  an 
annuity  gift,  and  you  will  know  that  your  money  goes  where  you  want  it  to  go. 

Annuity  Advantages 

You  will  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  your  gift  helps  to  extend  the 
Kingdom  of  God  in  the  world  now.  You  will  be  assured  of  a  dependable,  regular, 
unchanging,  promptly-paid  income  as  long  as  you  live.  Annuities  insure  you  against 
loss  of  principal,  relieve  you  of  uncertainties  and  worry  caused  by  changing  values 
of  invested  funds.  You  are  freed  from  financial  anxiety  and  worry  in  advancing 
years,  and  your  old  age  may  be  spent  in  peace,  comfort  and  the  spiritual  satisfaction 
of  faithful  stewardship. 

It  Is  Safe  and  Sure 

The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  was  the  first  organization  in  the  Reformed 
Church  to  issue  Annuity  Agreements  thirty-eight  years  ago.  In  all  this  time  the  Board 
has  neither  delayed  nor  defaulted  an  annuity  payment.  Back  of  this  guarantee  of  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  is  the  sturdy  loyalty  of  the  entire  Church. 

The  Annuity  Income 

Payment  is  made  promptly  to  the  annuitant  every  six  months  from  the  receipt 
of  the  gift.  The  rate  of  income  is  determined  by  the  age  of  the  annuitant.  It  is 
unchangeable  and  fixed  for  life.  The  rates  are  set  by  the  General  Synod  of  the 
Church.  Annuity  Agreements  are  issued  to  persons  of  any  age  for  any  sum  of  $100.00 
or  more.  Annuity  Agreements  are  also  issued  for  two  persons  and  the  annuity  is 
payable  as  long  as  either  person  lives. 


There  are  many  faithful  stewards  in  the  Church  who  would  like  to  set  apart  a 
portion  of  their  money  for  the  Lord's  work,  but  who  need  the  income.  The  Annuity 
Agreement  plan  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  enables  these  good  people  to  make 
the  desired  gift  and  at  the  same  time  provides  them  the  income  they  need  from  the 
money  which  they  gave. 

For  application  blanks,  rates  and  information,  apply  to 

REV.  A.  V.  CASSELMAN,  D.D.,  Secretary 

Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States 


1505  Race  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 


RED  AND  BLACK  AND  GOLD 

A  Record  of  the  China  Mission  in  the  Critical  Years  of 

1938  and  1939 

By  ARTHUR  V.  CASSELMAN 

Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church 

in  the  United  States 

A  narrative  of  the  turbulent  history  of  the  China  Mission  for  two  troubled 
years,  for  the  most  part  in  the  personal,  intimate  language  of  the  letters  of  the 
missionaries  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Board. 


ACTION  OF  THE  BOARD 

That  since  China  is  to  be  the  theme  for  interdenominational  mission  study 
in  1940-41,  the  Secretary  be  authorized  to  publish  a  book  of  supplementary 
study  material  for  use  in  our  churches  during  1940-41  based  upon  information 
presented  in  the  letters  of  our  China  missionaries. 


WHAT  THEY  SAY  ABOUT  "RED  AND  BLACK  AND  GOLD" 

"Thank  you  for  the  copy  of  Red  and  Black  and  Gold.  The  format  is  most 
enticing  and  the  content  not  less  so.  I  am  reading  it  with  much  profit.  It 
must  be  of  great  value  to  interest  our  people  in  the  work  of  Missions,  especially 
at  present  in  China."    Dr.  George  W.  Richards. 


"I  received  the  very  interesting  book  you  have  published  in  the  interests 
of  the  work  of  the  China  Mission.  I  have  found  it  very  helpful,  particularly 
as  a  source  of  information  which  the  Evangelical  group  should  find  most  help- 
ful and  interesting,  and  of  assistance  in  securing  data  on  our  China  Mission." 

Paul  H.  Schulz,  Esq. 


"I  want  to  thank  you  especially  for  that  lovely  little  book.  Red  and  Black 
and  Gold.  It  is  deeply  moving.  You  have  put  it  together  with  great  skill  and 
the  way  the  book  is  planned  and  put  up  gives  it  real  distinction.  I  took  it  off 
on  the  mountainside  with  me  a  number  of  mornings  in  Colorado  and  it  helped 
me  to  come  nearer  to  some  of  the  deeper  things  of  the  Kingdom  that  are  taking 
place  in  China.  What  a  body  of  magnificent  testimony  that  little  volume  con- 
tains! It  will  inspire  your  churches  and  give  new  heart  to  your  missionaries." 

Franklin  D.  Cogswell,  Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Education  Movement. 

The  price  of  this  little  book  is  20c.  It  may  be  secured  from  the  ''R" 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  1505  Race  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.:  the  depos- 
itories of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  at  1505  Race  Street,  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  and  2969  W.  25th  Street,  Cleveland,  0.;  the  Cooperative  Council  of  Mis- 
sionary Education,  1720  Chouteau  Avenue,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

By  special  action  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  "R",  anyone  selling 
five  copies  of  the  book  will  be  presented  with  a  complimentary  copy. 


